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West End Restaurant Patrons Get Parking,
Towing Policy Continues for Other Cars

For close to three years, the aggressive
towing policy at West End Plaza,
known | ocally as
drawn outrage. Anyone who parks
there and leaves the lot risks having
their car towed to Berlin.

Now, thanks to a dedicated group of « - The West End Civic Association and
five individuals who have worked wit {he Farmington Avenue Business District
the owner of the Plaza, it looks like naye tried unsuccessfully to persuade Mr
there will be parking available at nigt panek to switch to a Hartfofshsed towing
for patrons of four nearby restaurant: company rather than the current compan
Jill Barrett, Doug Cohen, Steve which tows cars to the Berlin Turnpike in
Colangelo, John Gale and Sandra  Berlin.

Zlokower formed a neighborhood tas «

Phoenix Realty Management. before cars are towed so customers who
Here is the agreementSpaces at the for instance, go to Bank of America and
rear of the lot will be marked andsett hen t o CVS across
aside for patrons of the Abyssinian
restaurant, Ichiban, Monte Alban, an from the parking lot.

Tisane, after 5 pm. These spaces Wiy, this month, a long time West End res
be available to patrons of these rest: yent from Lorraine Street, needing to run
rants until closing time. errands at both CVS and Kinko's (keepin
A word of caution: The policy won't
be in place until signs indicating park parking lot shortly after 5 pmShe parked
ing is o.k. in the back row are installe near the Whitney Street side of the lot,

(Target date is April 1.) Then patrons where there were no other caiShe then

of the four restaurants must park in t went to CVS first. When she came out of
yellow lined spaces only. Watch for CVS, and proceeded to go to Kinko's, sk
the signs and the yellow striping to  discovered her car had been towed.

know when the new policy starts.  Thys; the policy remains that patrons of
This is great news, and the task forcBank of America, K
deserves credit for working out this  should be careful to park at these establ
solution. They have spent the past y: ments and not leave the lot, even for a n
studying various alternatives, includii ment. When they need to go to a differe
paid parking or a parking lot manage West End retailer, they must move their
Mr. Panek deserves thanks for agree car off the parking lot.

g‘g to this plan. It will help our local - The new agreement for restaurant parki
USINESSES. is a good first step. We hope Mr. Panek

The solution, however, by no means || continue to work with the neighbor-
solves the overall issue with the towi hood on these additional concerns

happening at this lot.

_ ' We also have been unsuccessful in ofir
force that worked with Mike Panek, ¢ rgn0sal that there be a short grace peridd

their cars towed as soon as they step awpy

yOther business
her business local), pulled into the Kinko's
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April 15, 2008* General
as Meeting

7 pmi United Methodist
Church

Agenda
Welcome

Traffic Issues in the West Endi A
Conversation With Mayor Eddie
Perez

Speed tables on Girard Avenue
and Kenyon Street

Improvements to Warrenton
Avenue

t he |nfprloverfiefts to VihRNByO t
Street, near Noah Webster
School

iIAnnouncements

* Note New Date
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The University of Hartford will hold its
sixth annualCommunity Day. The
University throws open its doors and
invites members of the Greater Hartfg
community to campus for dozens of fr
BversOtats@and alractions®ditur- W\
day, April 19, from 11 am until 3 pm
~on the University campus 200 Bloom-
field Ave., West Hartford.
Community Day will take place rain o
shine. As new activities are being ad
regularly, an updated schedule is ava
able at fttp://www.hartford.edu/
communityday. For more information,
contact Jon Easterbrook at 76896 or
<easterbro@hartford.edu
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http://www.hartford.edu/communityday
http://www.hartford.edu/communityday
http://us.f564.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=easterbro@hartford.edu
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organized sports programs

WHY LACROSSE?
BY BEN CRUSE

to put together one. This

would be our mission, our
way to give back. Little by
little, we would fill in the

In late December, Brian
Gallagher and | met for a
brainstorming session at
Tisane. We were old class-
mates at Noah Webster,
teammates in basketball and
baseball, and old friends who
had fallen out of touch. We
met for a single purpose: how
could we use our talents and
energy to give back to the
city we loved? We first talked
about how sports had played
such a significant and posi-
tive role in our youth. We
then began to wonder out
loud whether those same
sports opportunities existed
for West End kids today.
With the exception of two

of Hartford.
Our first step was to revive

basketball program at Web
ketball and life. However,
we did not want to stop
there. We wanted to provid
West End kids with all of th
urban kids had. We were p

had to be limited to football

ball. Why didn't Hartford

* per season, Hartford is lucky

gapsin sports programming
in the West End and the rest

Saturday Hoopsters, a youth

ster School that once taught
Brian and me lessons of bas-

e
e

sports opportunities that sub-

ut

off by the idea that city kids

soccer, basketball, and base-

community staples, the Rago have the chance to excel in

Coco Little League and West hockey, golf, tennis, field
End Soccer, there didn't seem hockey, and lacrosse?

to be many sporting options  This question of equal op-
for neighborhood kids. While portunity is what motivated
West Hartford boasts 3to 4  us to start the West End

Lacrosse League. With the
help of the West End Civic
Association, we wanted to
take a sport traditionally
played in affluent suburban
communities and bring it to
the West End. We wanted to
break certain stereotypes for
our kids. We want to change
the notion for them that cer-
tain sports are for city kids
while others are only for
suburban kids.

The West End Lacrosse
League will be holding reg-
istration from 4:30 7 7 pm

on April 2™ at the West

End Community Center,

on April 3™ at Webster
School and on April 4" at
Classical Magnet School
Registration costs $and

will be accepted in cash or
checks made out to the West
End Civic Association. Each
participant will receive a
league tshirt and a mouth
guard. Participants can bring
their own lacrosse stick or
one will be provided by the

league.

The League will officially
start on Saturday April 12

at Elizabeth Park and will be
held every Saturday until
June 14 from 1:30:3:00 pm.
No lacrosse experience is
necessary to join. In fact, we
are expecting that most kids
in our program will be be-
ginners to the sport. We will
be bringing in severdbrmer
college lacrosse players from
the Hartford area to coordi-
nate the league. The first 5
Saturdays will be dedicated
to working on lacrosse fun-
damentals and the rules of
the sport. The second 5 Sat-
urdays we will play inter
league games. A few years
down the road, it is our ulti-
mate goal to form both a
recreational league and a
travel team that can play
other towns.

So instead of asking why
lacrosse, we urge you to ask
why not. We look forward to
seeing you out on the field.

West End Neighborhood Tag Sale

We have set the date for the West End Neighborhood tag
sale! On Saturday, June 21 everybody in the West End is
invited to have a tag sale to get rid of stuff you don't need
anymore and to support the efforts of the West End Civic
Association. There are several ways you can participate:
1.Take this opportunity to clean out your closets, baseme
and other areas of your home or apartment and have a tq
sale on your front lawn, back yard or any other appropriaf]
place.

2. Or you can drop off all your unwanted belongings at var

ous locations around the West End and we will sell them

you.

3. Artists are invited to sell their wares too!

We would like to make this a fundraising effort to support
the efforts of WECA. Please consider donating part of yoy
proceeds to WECA for the following causes:

Special activities for students by our Education Committe
bicycles for the police department bike patrol, United Met
odist food pantry and other needy causes in the West Eng
Of course we need help to make this happen. Would you

to be on the planning committee? Our next meeting will be

on Thursday, April 22 at the West End Community Cente

free to call me at 238259 or write me at
DTMisha@hotmail.com
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461 Farmington Avenue at 6 pm. Please feel

Dore Thomas

Spring 2008

Community
Job Fair

The West End Community
Center, with the support of
WECA, is sponsoring a Com-
munity Job Fair on June 4,
2008. Come apply for jobs
with area employers. And
search online for jobs in the
CT Works Career Express
van. In the weeks prior to the
job fair, there will be work-
shops held at the West End
Community Center in inter-
viewing skills and resume
writing. TheJob Faiwill be
held from 10 am to 2 pm at
the United Methodist Church,

Ii.ke 571 Farmington Avenue.

Dates and times for the work-
shops will be announced
later. Improve your job
hunting skills and then im-
prove your life with a better
job.

This is the fourth jobs event
held in the West End since
2006. The first events fo-
cused on job readiness skills
with subsequent fairs offer-
ing the chance to apply for
real jobs. Over the years the
attendance has increased
from ninety to three hundred
attendees. There is a defi-
nite need in our community
for workforce development
and in addition to the up-
coming Job Fair, the West
End Community Center is
forming a Jobs and Eco-
nomic Justice Committee to
establish a neighborhood
strategy for increasing
workforce development ac-
tivities and job opportunities
for neighborhood residents.
For more information about
either the Job Fair or the
Jobs & Economic Justice
Committee, call the WECC
at 2328081.


http://us.f564.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=DTMisha@hotmail.com
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POR QUE

LACROSSE?
BY BEN
CRUSE

Al fin de Diciembre, Brian
Gallagher y yo nos reunimos
en Tisane para pensar sobre
el futuro. Fuimos comparie-
ros de la escuela Noah
Webster, comparieros de
equipo (baloncesto y beis-
bol), y viejos amigos que
hace mucho no nos comuni-
camos. Nos reunimos para
un solo objetivo: como podr-
jamos usar nuestros talentos
y energia para contribuir al
progreso de la ciudad que
gueremos. En primer lugar
hablamos de como los de-
portes afectaron positiva-
mente a nuestra juventud.
Luego, pensamos en que si
las mismas oportunidades
deportivas existen hoy en
dia. Con la excepcién de dos
programas establésLa Li-

ga de RageaCoco (baseball)

y La Liga de West End Soc-
ceri no hay muchas opcio-

nes deportivas para la juven- ¢ Porque jovenes de Hartford
tud desde nuestro punto de no podian tener la oportuni-
vista. Mientras que jovenes dad de jugar hockey, golf,

de West Hartford tienen 3 o tenis, field hockey, and la-

4 programas organizados de crosse?

deportes cada estacion, los Esta pregunta de oportunida-
jovenes de Hartford con
suerte tienen 1. Entonces
este podria ser nuestra mi-
sion, la manera en que podr- yo del West End Civic Asso-
famos contribuir. Poco a
poco, proveeriamos diferen- ford un deporte que tradicio-

tiva a empezar el West End

tes opciones deportivas en e nalmente se juega en comuni-

West End y también en el  dades ricas. Queremos rom-
resto de Hartford. per el estereotipo para los
Nuestro primer paso fue em- jovenes de Hartford. Quere-
pezar Saturday Hoopsters, mos que cambie la nocion de
un programa de baloncesto que ciertos deportes solo se
para jévenes en la escuela d juegan en Hartford y otros en
Webster, que en aquel dia d¢ West Hartford.

nuestra juventud, nos ensefic El West End Lacrosse Lea-
lecciones de baloncesto y la gue tendra su registracion
vida. Sin embargo, no quer- los dias 2 de Abril en el
famos parar con solo este  West End Community Cen-
programa, queriamos prove- ter, 3 de Abril en la Escuela
er todas las opciones deporti de Webster y el 4 de Abril
vas que tienen los jévenes dt en la Escuela de Classical
los suburbios. Nos ofendia la Magnet a partir de las 4:30
idea de que jovenes de Hart- pm hasta las 7 pmEIl costo
ford solo podian jugar los de registracion sera $7 y
deportes baloncesto, futbol, aceptaremos efectivo o che-
futbol americano, y beisbol. ques hechos al nombre del

Public Forums on West End Strategic Plan

The West End Civic Association will
hold two public forums for community neighborhood.
input into the Strategic Plan for the
West End, which is currently being

updated.

suggestions on priorities for the

The task force has developed a preli
nary framework for areas to focus on
These are: the Environmental Fabric

des iguales es lo que nos mo-
Lacrosse League. Con el apo-

ciation queremos traer a Hart-

West End Civic Association.
Cada participante recibira una
remera de la liga y un guarda
boca. Participantes puedan
llevar su propio palo de lacros-
se 0 uno seré proveido de la
liga.

La Liga empezara oficialmente
el dia Sabado 12 de Abril en
Elizabeth Park y se realizara
todos los sabados de 1:3®M0
pm hasta el 14 de Junio. No s€
necesita experiencia en lacros
se para participar. De hecho, la
expectativa es que la mayoria
de los jovenes seran princi-
piantes al deporte.. Estaran
coordinando la liga algunos ex
-jugadores de lacrosse univer-
sario. Los primeros 5 sabados
seran dedicados a aprender lo
técnicos basicos y los regla-
mentos de lacrosse. Los si-
guientes 5 sabados seran dedi
cados a jugar partidos intra
liga. Nuestra vision es que en
el futuro, tendremos una liga
de recreo y una liga competiti-
va.

Pues, en vez de preguntar,
épor que lacrosse? Te pedimo
preguntar, ¢ por que no?
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The Parkville Classicals present Doug J’
Worthen, flute, and Kathleen Lyen
Pingree, harp, in a free concert on Sat
day April 12 at 7:30 pm at Grace Episca
pal Church, 55 New Park Ave. Hartford

A reception follows to greet the
musicians.

The forums will be oTuesday, April  the West End, the Marketplace along u
For further information:

1 at 6 pm at the West End Communitythe Business Corridor, and the South J’
Center, 461 Farmington Avenue, and east Sector. Within these categories Ellen Morse 8666496192 J’
Tuesday, April 15at 6 pm at the topics such as education, housing,

United l\%letf?odist Churgh, corner of Iicpsafety, traffic calming, pedestr?anIO uuuuunuuuuuu
Farmington Avenue and South Whitnesafety, recreation, zoning enforcement,

Street. health, parking, economic developmg nRebuilding Together Hartford (RTH)
WECA, acting as the Neighborhood Stréet sweeping, and general quality pfis preparing for National Rebuilding Day Gatur-
Revitalization Zone Committee, com- life. day, April 26, 2008 and we need your help! Join the

. . — o more than 600 volunteers and approximately 75 com-
pleted the St_rateg|c I_Dlar_1 in 2001. Nowilr'here may be priorities missing; the_s munity partners that will come together to revitalize
a task force is updating it. open sessions are designed for brain

. ) " 25 Hartford homes as part of this unforget- .
This isan important undertaking; it St Oor ming i deas tQq ahddmbunfén €veryoneods

will be a roadmap for the West Efuat voice is heard and the plan is completey;; o web site to find out more about
the future, defining our priorities and Please join us on April 1 or April 15. | how you can make a difference on
our goals. We encourage all residents to National Rebuilding Day and register as a

attend one of the forums and offer their volunteer, or support the cause by making a secure
donation onlinewww.rthartford.org
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