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West Enders Organizing Humanitarian Trip to the
Dominican Republic ; Relief Drive for Haiti Also Underway

Whitney Street
West End neighbors Jennifer Pomales and Victor De La Paz will be
Agenda travelling to the Dominican Republic on May 24" to build a home for
Capital Improvement Projects to Enhance the a family in need. Through a Danbury-based organization named
West End Cambiando Vidas (www.cambiandovidas.info), they will be part of a

10-12 person team (recruits are still welcome) that will spend a week
in Las Charcas de Garabito — 2 hours from the capital of the DR —
building a house from the ground up for a family of seven. They are
currently fundraising and could use any support you can provide. Call
or email them at 860-806-0234, jenpomales@yahoo.com, or
delapazv(@gmail.com to get more info, get involved, or to provide
support. You can also use the Paypal link on the website and refer-
ence “May Build — Hartford > on your donation.

A) Presentations:

Priorities for traffic calming in the West End, includ-
ing Warrenton Avenue and the crosswalk at
Whitney and Cone streets

Preserving the bluestone sidewalks in the West End

The Farmington Avenue streetscape: First phase in
2010 and future status

The MDC plans for water main replacement on
Farmington Avenue

Haiti Relief Drive: Since they will be 2 hours away from the Haitian
border, they are also accepting donations of Tents, Tarps, and
children’s shoes/sandals (children’s only for space reasons) that can
be checked-in. Any items collected will be delivered to the YMCA of
Santo Domingo, which is making weekly trips to Haiti . There are
three ways to drop-off these goods: at the United Methodist Church
(Mon.-Thu. 9a.m. to Noon), leave on the porch of 19 Rodney Street,
or email jenpomales@yahoo.com to arrange for local pick-up. Items
will be accepted through May 22™

B) Response by Mayor Eddie Perez and Director of Public
Works Kevin Burnham

Other Announcements

Other Business

Architectural History & Resources Committee Advocates for Bluestone Sidewalks

Sidewalks in the West End
were all originally blue-
stone. The neighborhood has
developed and evolved since
they were installed in the
early 1900s, yet the stone
sidewalk slabs remain. Some
have broken and many have
shifted, but their overall con-
dition is very impressive
considering their age.

The WECA Architectural
History & Resources
(AH&R) Committee believes
the bluestone sidewalks are
an important and historic part
of the neighborhood that
should be preserved and re-
stored.

Over the past few months,
the AH&R Committee has
been working with both the
Hartford Public Works De-
partment and a sidewalk ex-
pert within the community to
clarify the city's rules sur-
rounding the use of bluestone
in sidewalk repairs. Our goal
is to make sure that bluestone
is a city approved material,
and to establish guidelines so
that contractors will under-
stand how to properly install
and repair the large stone
slabs.

Bluestone has a number of
unique features that make it
well suited for sidewalks. As

a single stone, it is stronger
than concrete, which explains
why so many of the 100 year
old slabs remain today while
much newer concrete side-
walks are in even worse condi-
tion. During the winter the
bluestone efficiently absorbs
heat from the sun, quickly
melting snow and ice after a
portion of the surface is ex-
posed. Finally, the open joints
between the slabs allow repairs
to be performed on individual
stones, which is cheaper and
more efficient than replacing
an entire segment.

The cost of installing bluestone
is comparable to concrete for

small sections, though it is more
expensive for large sections. For
this reason, the Committee is fo-
cused on making sure that bluestone
is an option, but not a requirement.

Individual homeowners are respon-
sible for making repairs to the side-
walks on their property. The
AH&R Committee believes that the
bluestone is an important part of
our neighborhood and encourages
homeowners to consider using the
material in their future sidewalk
repairs. More information will be
posted on the AH&R portion of the
WECA website after the Public
Works Department weighs in on the
proposed guidelines.
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WECA TO MAKE COMMUNITY GRANTS, NOW SEEKING PROPOSALS

The West End Civic Association is pleased
to announce a second round of 2010 grants
under its philanthropy effort to support
worthy West End projects. The civic asso-
ciation will make grants in four categories
and is seeking proposals at this time from
individuals or organizations in the West
End.

The categories are:

Community outreach: Grants to pro-
vide social services to residents of the
West End

Education: Grants to provide educa-
tional services to residents of the West End

West End activities: Grants to provide
services for youth in the West End. Prefer-
ence will be given to proposals for recrea-
tion programs

Community building: Grants for so-
cial activities in the West End that bring
the sectors and/or the neighborhood to-

gether

The deadline to apply for a grant is Monday,
April 12, except for community building. For
that category, proposals will be accepted as
they arise throughout the year. Preference
will be given to applications submitted by the
deadline; later applications will be considered
if funds remain available.

It is expected that the Executive Board of
WECA will award grants at its May 4 meet-

specific in demonstrating the need

How will the program benefit the West End?

Contact person for follow-up questions includ-

ing email and phone number.

A line-item income and expense budget.
A list of other income sources, if any.

State whether you are applying — or planning to

use — matching grant(s). If so, please provide details.

ing. Applicants will be notified of decisions Preference will be given to new initiatives to meet
following the meeting and recognized at the the needs of West End residents. We encourage you

annual meeting of WECA on June 8. to
Proposals must include:

include letters of reference. We do not have a cap

on the size of a grant request other than a guideline
that grants likely will be under $2,500. Grant recipi-

Description of the program/service/ ents will be asked to submit a final report on the
event results of the project.

How will it be organized? Who will Grant applications should be submitted to David
manage it? Barrett, WECA President, by email at

dbarrett@hartsem.edu, by fax at (860) 509-9509 or

Who will be served? How many will be
served?

by mail to 257 Oxford Street, Hartford, CT 06105.
If you have any questions, please contact David

Why is the program needed? — be Barrett, (860) 509-9519 or dbarrett@hartsem.edu.

CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS NAMES TIM SULLIVAN 2010 PRINCIPAL OF THE YEAR

CHESHIRE (CT) -- The Connecticut
Association of Schools (CAS) is pleased to
announce that Timothy Sullivan, principal
of the Greater Hartford Classical Magnet
School (GHCMS) in Hartford , has been
named the 2010 CAS High School Princi-
pal of the YearNominated for the award
by Athletic Director Catherine Bernoski,
Sullivan was selected for his strong aca-
demic leadership skills and his single-
minded commitment to high levels of stu-
dent learning. Sullivan is a resident of the
West End.

Upon learning of his award, Sullivan re-
marked, “Every principal in the state is
worthy of this award. As a group, we are
being asked to multi-task and work like
never before. I am humbled by my selection
from amongst such a dedicated group of
colleagues; and I thank my staff and family
for their unwavering support.”

A 21-year educator, Sullivan has served the
Hartford public schools and the greater
Hartford community for his entire profes-
sional career. After earning both his under-
graduate and graduate degrees at Wesleyan

University, Sullivan began his career in educa-
tion in 1989 as a teacher at Weaver High
School. In 2001, he was appointed assistant
principal of Bulkeley High School where he
served for three years before assuming his cur-
rent position as principal of GHCMS.

Upon his arrival at GHCMS in 2004, Sullivan
set about building a cohesive school community
guided by one unifying purpose: to prepare each
and every student to gain acceptance at a com-
petitive four-year college. Sullivan’s reform
efforts have clearly been successful, as evi-
denced by his graduating seniors’ impressive
83% acceptance rate at four-year colleges.

William T. Marchant, West End
Architect

William T. Marchant (1880-1948) was born
and educated in Hartford and entered the
office of the Hartford architectural firm
Hapgood & Hapgood at the age of seven-
teen. The Hapgood firm was known for its
work in the Colonial Revival style and de-
signed many fine homes in Hartford’s West
End. Following Edward T. Hapgood’s
death in 1915, Marchant opened his own
business at 36 Pearl Street, Hartford and
continued to design homes for “people of
prominence.” An article in the Hartford
Courant on March 19, 1915, announcing the
opening of his office lists plans for several
residences that he had already designed,
including houses for E. Barrie Smith, D.A.
Spear, H.H. Sutphen, and Richard Wayne

on Kenyon Street; and Misses Balch, J.T. Aus-
tin, and N.L. Snow on North Beacon Street. A
later article on September 5, 1921, describes his
practice in Hartford’s “rapidly growing West
End Section.” Photographs of many of Mar-
chant’s projects appear in the Courant during
these years, establishing both his own reputa-
tion as a talented architect, and the reputation of
the West End as a neighborhood of beautiful
homes. Marchant died in 1948 at his home at
28 Wallbridge Road, West Hartford. He was 68
years old.

In 1999, the current owner of 28 Wallbridge
Road donated the contents of Marchant’s office,
consisting of thousands of architectural draw-
ings for hundreds of different projects, to The
Connecticut Historical Society. A rough list of
the drawings was compiled, but the drawings
were never fully researched or catalogued.

Since most of the drawings are labeled with the
client’s name, but not the client’s address, it has
been difficult to tell exactly where the houses
were located. Since January, Rebecca Leonard,
a CHS intern and a second year architecture
student at the University of Hartford, has been
working to determine the addresses of the
houses, focusing on those in the West End.
Becky has been adding the information on each
project to an access database that can be
searched by address as well as by the name of
the original owner of the house. So far she has
processed about half of the drawings, including
those for the houses of E. Barrie Smith at 261
Kenyon Street, which was mentioned in the
1915 article. Other West End homes include
houses for Joseph F. Berry at 31 Whitney

Continued on Page 3, see Marchant
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WECA MAKES COMMUNITY GRANTS

Through its new philanthropy
program, the West End Civic
Association has awarded the
following grants for worthy
projects in the West End:

West End Summer Festival,
submitted by HARC, Urban
League and AFCAMP (African
Caribbean American Parents of
Children with Disabilities). The
festival will be held at a site or
sites in the West end in late July
or early August. It will feature
recreation, prizes, informational
displays, and entertainment.
$4,000 as a matching grant

Healing Music Concerts at the
West End Community
Gardens, submitted by Richard
McGhee of 100 Kenyon Street.

These will be concerts of origi-
nal music with elements of
African, Native American,
Asian and African American
music and spoken word. Audi-
ence participation will be en-
couraged. $1,500

Plays in the Parks, submitted
by HartBeat Ensemble. Per-
formance in Elizabeth Park in
July. Plays in the Parks is made
up of a series of 10-minute
plays derived from interviews
on a particular theme. $2,000

Mark Twain Players
Production Class, submitted
by Hartford Children’s Theater.
The production class will have
15 to 25 students in the spring
term, and culminate in a public

performance on June 12 at the
Mark Twain House on Tom
Sawyer Day. The performance
will feature the works of Mark
Twain, bringing characters from
his books to life on stage. $1,000

The Children’s Hour, submit-
ted by Dianne Antos. Indoor and
outdoor programs and story
times at the United Methodist
Church. $300 for refreshments

Architectural Drawings of
West End Homes, submitted by
Connecticut Historical Society.
Digitize 200+ architectural draw-
ings of houses in the West End.
The images and catalogue re-
cords will be added to the CHS
website where they will be avail-
able to homeowners, scholars

and others interested in historic
architecture. Upon completion,
CHS will host a reception for
West End homeowners, to pro-
vide introduction to the material
and an opportunity to purchase
reproductions. $5,100 to be
awarded over two years

A second round of grants for
2010 programs will be awarded
in May. See separate story for
details.

If you wish to volunteer with any
of these programs or obtain addi-
tional information, please let
David Barrett know and he will
put you in touch with the organ-
izers. He can be reached at (860)
509-9519 or
dbarrett@hartsem.edu.

Job Description: Farmers Market Organizer

The West End Farmers Market, in Hartford, is seeking an or-
ganized individual to assist and lead in the management, market-
ing and operations of the twice weekly market.

This is a part time, paid position April through October, 10-15
hrs/week. Primary responsibilities include outreach, marketing,
event planning and day-to-day operation of the farmers market
including an on-site presence at the market during all market
hours, as well as off-site work during non market hours.

The market is located on S. Whitney St. at the corner of Farm-
ington Ave. in the side yard of the United Methodist Church,

Tuesdays and Fridays 4p.m.-7p.m.

For more information and a Full Job Description email
wefm.hartford@gmail.com or call 860-214-4053

WECA Housing Committee Rebirth

Marchant, continued from page 2

Street and Robert H. Lewis at 191 Terry Road. When
CHS begins scanning architectural drawings of West
End houses in April, Marchant’s projects will be among
the first to be scanned. Funding for scanning these
drawings is being provided by a generous grant from

WECA.

For questions regarding Marchant’s work in the West
End, please contact Nancy Finlay, Curator of Graphics
at The Connecticut Historical Society at 860 236-5621
ext. 236 or Nancy Finlay@chs.org.

f

The WECA Housing Committee
held its first meeting in quite
some time Monday, March 15 at
the West End Community Cen-
ter. Under the new leadership of
Richard Agins and Ted Cannon,
the meeting was more of an
introduction ceremony where
interested people could intro-
duce themselves and the com-
mittee could begin discussing
some of the issues and projects
that should be addressed.

The main topic of conversation
was the initiation of a commu-
nity gathering called Jane's
Walk. Jane's Walk is a walking
conversation designed to bring
together a network of people
and groups who share a com-
mon concern for making cities
more livable. A tour guide leads
the conversation with interesting
insights and stories about their

neighborhood and encourages
people to share their own opinions
and observations. We are hoping
to have our first Jane's Walk some
time in the fall. Much more infor-
mation will be available at subse-
quent meetings.

The other topic of concern was
the increasing number of foreclo-
sures in the West End and what
WECA can do about assisting
those confronted by this. We are
awaiting an updated list and are
researching various programs
available to give assistance.

The next Housing Committee
meeting will take place Monday,
April 19 at 7:00 p.m. at the
WECC. We welcome any and all
who wish to attend. Meetings are
scheduled for the third Monday of
the month excepting the months of
July, August and December.

Hartford Preservation Alliance Awards

Hartford Preservation Alliance Awards are May 13th at the Design Center, 1429
Park Street. Four West End properties have been selected for recognition:

79 Girard Avenue and 139 Fern Street for historic rehabilitation, 1144 Prospect
Avenue for facade and bridge restoration, and 76 North Beacon Street for historic
painting. For more information please visit www.HartfordPreservation.org.
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Thank you to our sponsor:

smerican ||aterials [$orporation

Drainage Problems?

Let American Materials Corporation solve the drainage
problems in your yard
Call 860-242-9005 today for a free consultation and estimate
Top Soil, Bark Mulches, Decorative Stones, Landscape Boulders
All materials are available for pick up or delivery
visit www.americanmaterialscorp.com for a complete description of the
products and services we provide

105 Qi Iron Ore Road, Bloomfisld, CT 06002 « (860) 242-9005 « Fax (BE0) 243-8392

DineAround the West End 2010: Another Smash Hit!

Frigid and icy conditions could-
n’t dampen the spirits or quash
the warmth as 240+ West End
neighbors gathered on January
30 for the 6™ annual progressive
dinner to benefit the programs
of WECA. This year’s
DineAround was excellent as
ever! With an all-time high
number of dinner homes accom-
modating 3 more participants
than last year, we were bursting
at the seams! We also increased
the number of sponsors again
this year, and all of this helped
to offset some increases in ex-
penses to net just under $16,000
for WECA, about the same great
result as last year.

The bash began with plentiful
hors d’oeuvres, all donated by
The Village for Families &
Children, and wine at the fabu-
lous home of Michael Peck on
Scarborough St. Dinners were
all exceptional, and the planning
committee is deeply grateful to
our 27 wonderful and generous
dinner hosts who all spent many
hours planning, shopping for,
preparing & presenting their
meals, often being extraordinar-
ily creative in accommodating
special needs of guests. The
Pond House Café generously
donated all the yummy desserts

and coffee service for the
Dessert Reception at the home of
Melanie & Ted Cannon on
Girard Ave. And WECA also
thanks the DineAround planning
committee, which devotes count-
less hours beginning 4 months
prior to the event to ensure the
best possible experience for
guests, sponsors & hosts!

WECA would again like to thank
the generous sponsors for the
event, and encourage West
Enders to patronize their
businesses:

Platinum Candelabras:
Pond House Café - Louis
Lista
The Village for Families and
Children - Galo Rodriguez

Gold Chargers:

Mollie Abend-West End
Realtor

Clemens Place

DeVars-Phillips Florist &
Antiques

Amy & Kyle Bergquist— West
End Real Estate News

Susie Hatch, Realtor, and
Ross Hatch

Hi Way Package Store - Gail
& Jerry Powell

Law Firm of Berman, Bourns,
Aaron & Dembo, LLC

Oxford Builders-Christian
& Kate Winkley

Robyn S. Walsh & Douglas
E. Humes, Jr.

Silver Trays:

American Materials
Corporation - Don & Kathy
Bercowetz

Leslie Hammond Coll, Your
Resource Realtor

Gwen & Mike O’Connell

MATT PAC, Matt Ritter

The Law Office of Peter
Upton & Associates, LLC

Crystal Flutes:

DJM CARPENTRY & De-
sign, LLC-Dave Monaco

Joe & Karen Hewes

JAPANALIA Eiko/
JAPANALIA on one

Law Offices of Zlokower &
Miller, LLP

Martha Page & Bill Young

Victoria Rogers, Real Estate
Agent for William Raveis

WECA also thanks Jane &
Michael Shauck of Iris Photog-
raphy for taking photos at
cocktails: all their time &
expertise was a generous dona-
tion to WECA. Please visit
www.photoiris.com for a gal-
lery of the evening’s photos,
and to order your own copies.

Check this out!

Jazz Vocalist, Dana Lauren
will be appearing at Black
Eyed Sallyads
April 30 at 8 p.m. to cele-
brate the release of

her new CD of jazz stan-
dar ds, nltas
Oneodo. Joining
CD are Hartford area favor-
ites Joel Frahm on sax,
Luques Curtis on bass and
Jake Goldbas on drums.
Manuel Valera on piano
and Will Graefe on guitar
join them. Dana is the
daughter of West End resi-
dents Don and Kathy
Bercowetz. Check out
Danads websit
www.danalauren.com. Call
Bl ack Eyed Sa
278-7427 for reservations

Mark your calendars for
“same time next year” for the
West End’s signature gather-
ing, and remember:

"One cannot think well, love
well, sleep well, if one has
not dined well."

- Virginia Woolf

on F

You
Dan
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