
Saturday Hoopsters packed with kids, parents, and smiles 

Saturday Hoopsters, a 

youth basketball program 

for kids ages 5-13 is a huge 

success.  This year we have 

over 225 kids in two loca-

tions: Noah Webster and 

Classical Magnet Schools.  

The stands are always filled 

with parents cheering their 

son or daughter on.   

We are also extremely 

happy with the number of 

volunteers who have turned 

out to help with registration 

and coaching.   We’d like to 

say a special thanks to the 

following West Enders who 

were generous enough to 

become team sponsors: 

Ellen See and Family, Matt 

Ritter, Paul Sullivan,     

Michael Jordan and Family, 

Jared Jordan, Ted Reilly, 

Tim Sullivan, and Matt 

Carbray! 
  

Finally, Saturday Hoopsters 

is organizing a Children’s 

Book Drive.  We are look-

ing for new or used chil-

dren’s books to donate to 
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West End Civic  
Association 

 

General Meeting 

February 10, 2009 - 7 pm 

United Methodist Church, Farmington Avenue and         

South Whitney Street 

Agenda 
 

The Impact of the State Budget Crisis on Hartford 
 The West Endõs state senators and representatives discuss how the state 
budget crisis will affect Hartford.  
 The legislators also will present their priorities for the current legislative 
session and will respond to your questions. 
   
Black History Month 

A Presentation by Sylvia Reid, Chair of WECAõs Education      
Committee 

 

Announcements 

Other Business 

The West End Community 
Center 

requests your attendance at our 
 

Valentines Day Fundraiser 
òLoving our neighbors, loving ourselves.ó 

Wood -n- Tap 
99 Sisson Ave. Hartford 
Date: Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Time: 6:00-9:00 pm 
 

$30 per person   

Donations will support:Donations will support:Donations will support:   

The Neighborhood Workforce & Technology The Neighborhood Workforce & Technology The Neighborhood Workforce & Technology 

InitiativeInitiativeInitiative 

All you can eat buffet and cash bar. 

Free Parking 

For more information please contact: 

Lois Saunders or Deborah Garner @ WECC 

Phone: 860-232-8081 

Noah Webster School 

and their Readers as 

Leaders program and 

the Womenôs League 

Child Development 

Center.  We invite any-

one from the neighbor-

hood to drop into Noah 

Webster Saturdays 

through February 14th 

between 8am and 2pm to drop 

off books and to enjoy watching 

our young ones play basketball 

and have fun! 



New York Times best-selling 

author and journalist Jeannette 

Walls will be the featured 

speaker at the fourteenth an-

nual In the Company of 

Women luncheon, an event 

that benefits the YWCA of the 

Hartford Region. The lunch-

eon will be held on Thursday, 

March 26, at the Connecticut 

Convention Center between 

11:00 am and 3:00 pm. 

 

Walls is best known for her 

memoir, The Glass Castle, 

which details her life growing 

up in extreme poverty. 

“Ms. Walls’ story speaks to 

the interconnectedness of 

humankind and explains that 

we all have more in common 

than we might think,” says 

Deborah Ullman, Executive 

Director at the YWCA. “Her 

story of triumph is truly in-

spirational. She was a natural 

choice for keynote speaker at 

this event which brings 

women together in support 

of the YWCA’s mission to 

eliminate racism and em-

power women.” 

Proceeds from the In the Com-

pany of Women luncheon sup-

port programs and services of 

the YWCA of the Hartford 

Region. 

 

The In the Company of 

Women luncheon also will 

feature “Persimmon Plaza,” a 

vendor exhibition specializing 

in products and services for 

women. For more information 

on hosting a table, reserving a 

seat or exhibitor opportunities, 

contact Audra Antrum at 860-

883-9016 or visit 

www.ywcahartford.org. 

Darrell S. Garner, Sr. 

Do you have a vision of trans-

formation for yourself, your 

community, or the nation?  

We'd like to hear from you!  

Our first publication will fea-

ture neighborhood and com-

munity art work, youth poetry 

and community perspectives, 

general political and social 

commentary, as well as adver-

tisements from business and 

non-profit organizations in the 

West End and Greater Hart-

The West End Community 

Center is pleased to request 

your submission and presen-

tation of artistic expression 

for our new community liter-

ary magazine, Visions… "A 

mosaic of transformation." 

This year's inaugural theme 

is: Transforming our lives 

through community part-

nership, and will honor life-

time contributors to the West 

End and Hartford commu-

nity, Carl S. Dudley and 

ford area.  We are welcoming 

all community artists, com-

mentators, youth change 

agents, poets, and writers to 

submit a 

work that 

best sup-

ports this 

year's 

theme. 

Please 

send your 

work to our Editorial Com-

mittee co-chairs, Maggie  

Author and journalist Jeannette Walls to speak at YWCA event in March 

WECCôS NEW PUBLICATION, VISIONSé REQUESTS YOUR INPUT!  

WECA will host a non-profit 

bazaar on April 14 at the gen-

eral meeting. We are asking all 

non-profits active in the West 

End neighborhood to staff a 

table at the bazaar that presents 

their services and the opportuni-

ties to volunteer with them. 

This will be a chance for the 

agencies and organizations to 

solicit volunteers as well as an 

opportunity for residents to sign 

up as volunteers. Whatever your 

area of interest, there likely is 

an agency serving the West End 

that needs your help. 

We’re asking everyone who 

reads this article to suggest 

agencies and institutions that we 

should invite to the bazaar – the 

broader the spectrum of ser-

vices, the better. Just send your 

suggestions to David Barrett at 

dbarrett@hartsem.edu or call 

(860) 509-9519. 

You also should get in touch 

with organizations that you are 

familiar with and let them know 

of this opportunity to be in the 

bazaar. 

First West End Non-Profit Bazaar 

What non-profit organizations are 

active in the West End? 

Which non-profits serve West End 

residents? 

Would you like to be a volunteer 

for a non-profit agency? 

Come to the West 

End Civic Associa-

tion’s General Meet-

ing in April and 

learn how you can 

serve your commu-

nity and how your community 

serves you. 
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The evening should be both infor-

mative and fun. We’ll all learn 

more about the work of non-

profits in the West End. 

Remember, this will take place at 

the April general meeting. Don’t 

forget to come to the February 

meeting on February 10 and talk 

with your state senators and repre-

sentatives (see agenda on front 

page of this newsletter). Both 

meetings start at 7 pm and are 

held at the United Methodist 

Church, corner of Farmington 

Avenue and South Whitney 

Street. 

Janet Castricum, a Terry Road 

resident and member of the 

YWCA’s Board of Directors, 

encourages West End residents 

to attend the luncheon. 

Girard and Alex Kozmin 

at visions@thewestendcomm

unity.org, or mail to WECC 

Visions Magazine, 461 Farm-

ington Ave. Hartford, CT 

06105.  Deadlines for sub-

missions and business and 

personal sponsorships have 

been extended to March 16, 

2009.  For more information, 

you may also contact us di-

rectly at (860) 232-8081. 

http://www.ywcahartford.org/
mailto:dbarrett@hartsem.edu
http://us.mc564.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=visions@thewestendcommunity.org
http://us.mc564.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=visions@thewestendcommunity.org


tinuing to push for more 

section 8 and Rental Assis-

tance Program vouchers as 

part of the economic stimu-

lus package and by re-

introducing the Section Eight 

Voucher Reform Act.  If you 

have a voucher, need a 

voucher, are on a waiting list 

or want to be involved in 

working for more affordable 

housing, please call 523-

4870.  

Also, if you are being turned 

down for apartments or jobs 

because of your credit, or if 

you want to get better energy 

assistance or into a bad 

credit forgiveness program, 

please call  523-4870. 

Single Mothers on the Move 

has been asking families 

about the impact of the 

change to the HUSKY Pro-

gram.  If you have concerns 

about HUSKY, please call 

523-4870. 

Single Mothers is also reach-

ing out to folks in West 

Hartford and East Hartford.  

If you know anyone who 

might be interested please let 

them know to contact us. 

 

H . O . P . E .  L e a d e r s h i p    

Training classes are forming, 

if you are interested, please 

call 523-4870 or email    

jennifer.hartfordhope 

@comcast.net 

Hartford Organizing for Power and Equality 

January 9th 2009 was our 

three year anniversary of 

opening an office and having 

full time staff.  We had a 

luncheon fundraiser that 

raised $1,100.  Thank you to 

everyone who contributed.  

It is not too late.  If you 

would like to make a tax 

deductible donation , please 

make a check or money  

order out to H.O.P.E. and 

mail it to or drop it off to the 

following address: 

   H.O.P.E. 

   56 Arbor Street, Suite 417 

   Hartford, CT  06106 

 

H.O.P.E. Tenants Rights 

Group is excited to be con-
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WECA Calendar  
 February / March 2009  

 
Feb. 3, Mar. 3   
Board meeting, 7 pm, West End 
Community Center (WECC) 
 
Feb. 10   
General Meeting, 7 pm, United 
Methodist Church,  
571 Farmington Avenue 
 
Feb. 2, Mar. 2  Education  
Chair: Sylvia Reid,  
expressyourself1@mac.com, 
233-0436.  
Meets first Monday of the 
month, 6 pm, WECC. 
 
Feb. 9, Mar TBD  Architectural 
History  & Resources 
Co-chair: Jan Klein,  
jacefk@comcast.net, 232-2050 
Meets second Monday of the 
month, 6 pm.  Feb. 9 at the 
home of Co-chair Jeff          
Jahnke, 91 Warrenton Ave, 
jwj@jahnkearchitecture.com, 
523-4088. 
 
Feb. 16, Mar. 16  Housing  
Co-chairs: Sonia Ayala, 
soniaa0924@aol.com,  
233-2980. 

Anthony Gray, 
ajgray@aya.yale.edu, 904-
5769 
Meets third Monday of month, 6 
pm, WECC. 
 
Feb. 5, Mar. 5  Public Safety 
Chair: Dave Jorgensen,  
Jorgie54@comcast.net,  
670-5454.   
Meets third Thursday of month, 
7 pm, WECC.   

Another sell out for DineAround the West End! 

“DineAround the West End,” the West 

End Civic Association’s signature fund-

raiser, sold out again this year!  Because 

of lessons learned last year, when the 

response was overwhelming, the dinner 

committee decided to send the invita-

tions out in two waves – first to WECA 

members and a few days later to the rest 

of our mailing list.   

 

As a result, the flow of responses was 

more manageable but the event happily 

still sold out quickly – in just one week. 

At press time, the actual event is still to 

happen, but the plan is for a total of 236 

people to gather on January 31 for a fes-

tive, fun evening!  

 

In its 5th year, the dinner has become a 

great tradition and a celebration of the 

community that is the West End.  From 

wine and hors d’oeuvres at the home of 

Michael Peck through 26 individual din-

ner parties to dessert and coffee at the 

home of Diane & Chris Gent, a grand 

time is planned.   

WECA especially thanks the generous spon-

sors for the event:  

 

Platinum Candelabras: 

  Pond House Café - Louis Lista 

  The Village for Families and Children - 

Galo Rodriguez 

 

Gold Chargers: 

  Mollie Abend - West End Realtor 

  The Aetna Foundation 

  De Vars-Phillips Florist & Antiques – Bill 

Cusano  & Lee Reiske 

  Susie Hatch, Realtor & Ross Hatch 

  Greater Hartford Real Estate Blog – Amy & 

Kyle Bergquist 

  Linda Jorgensen, Wealth Advisor at Mor-

gan Stanley, and George Jorgensen 

  Law Firm of Berman, Bourns, Aaron & 

Dembo, LLC 

  Oxford Builders -  Christian & Kate 

Winkley 

 

Silver Trays: 

  Kathy & Don Bercowetz / Dana Lauren, 

Jazz Vocalist 

  Fedex Office  

  Gwen & Mike O’Connell 

Crystal Flutes: 

  John Barrengos & Kate Knopp 

  DJM Carpentry & Design, LLC 

– Dave Monaco 

  JAPANALIA on one/ La Motta 

Fine Arts, 11 Whitney Street 

  Law Offices of Zlokower & 

Miller, LLP 

  Martha Page & Bill Young 

 

(continued on Page 4) 

 

mailto:jacefk@comcast.net


PHIT Pilates Studio  
ALL NEW CLASS SCHEDULE  

Pilates Mat, AB Blast, Stretch,  

Ballet Floor Barre, PilatesStick and more! 

10% discount for all WECA members 

on any purchase of a group class card 

Located in the Real Art Ways building 

56 Arbor Street  

860.586.8856   www.phitpilates.com 

Enrollment Form  

Please complete form to become a member. Please print clearly.  

Name(s)____________________________________________________________________________________  

Home Address____________________________________________________________________Apt. #______  

Phone (day) ___________________________________________ Evening______________________________  

Email Address_______________________________________________________________________________  

WECA makes your neighborhood better, but we need your help  

WECA is a 501 (c) (3) organization and contributions are tax deductible. Please check contribution level.  

____$1,000 ____$500 ____$250 ____$100 ____Volunteer  

____$50 ____$25 ____$10 ____Other  

Please return completed form to:  

WECA, c/o David Barrett, 257 Oxford Street, Hartford, CT 06105  

Not a member of WECA??  Join Today! 

(continued from Page 3) 

 

WECA also thanks James Cash of TRUEvents Event Manage-

ment (www.TRUEvents.com) for providing the sound system 

to be used at cocktails and Jane Shauck of Iris Photography 

(www.photoiris.com) for taking pictures at cocktails. 

 

“WECA is grateful to our outstanding Dinner Committee co-

chairs, Fi Bookwalter of Kenyon Street and Jan Klein of   

Girard Avenue,” David Barrett, WECA President said. But 

Jan & Fi note that David’s own effort and leadership inspired 

the dinner committee which also includes Kathy Bercowetz, 

Eleanor & Dale Blake, Mary Jane Eisen, Mark Fisher, Tracy 

Gale, David Klein, Sally Lerman, Sarah Stevens & Karen 

Will.   

Crimestoppers:  1-800-445-TIPS 

West End Community Service  

Officer Jim Elliott: 424-2034  

 Weõre on the Web! 

westend.org 

DineAround is another sell out! 
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