
West End Civic Association 

General Meeting 

February 9, 2010 ð 7 pm 

United Methodist Church,    

Farmington Avenue and South 

Whitney Street 

Agenda 

Listening Session for the City of 
Hartfordõs new Plan of Conservation 
and Development [conducted by the 
City Planning and Zoning          
Commission] 

¶ Comment on strategies for the 
commercial and residential dis-
tricts and open space in the West 
End 

 

By-Law Amendment to Allow     
Possibility of Two WECA Vice         
Presidents, one from north of   
Farmington Avenue & one from 
south of Farmington Avenue 

 

Presentation: Journey Home, The 
Ten-Year Program to End       
Homelessness 

 

Announcement: February 20 Cere-
mony to Honor Neighborhood 
Honor Roll Students 

 

Other Announcements 

 

Other Business 
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On Saturday, February 20th, from 12:30 to 3 pm, 

WECA will host its third annual Honor Roll 

Party for all high school honor roll students at 

public high schools serving the West End. The 

event is our way to recognize and reward the 

kind of academic achievement that can help young people find 

their way through the challenges of being an adolescent in Hart-

ford. Itôs important to emphasize that this party is not merely for 

West End kids, but for all high school kids, grades 10-12, who 

make the honor roll at Hartford Public High School and Classical 

Magnet School.  

 

The Honor Roll Party will be held at the recreation center in Pope 

Park. There will be music, games, lunch and various speakers on 

hand to celebrate the efforts both of students and their parents. The 

date falls half way through the Winter Olympic games, and we 

plan an ñOlympicò theme. Last yearôs bash was attended by about 

300 people ï way more than we had expected, and a bit over-

whelming for our small staff. Still, we served food and gave out 

over $1000 worth of prizes. Attendees left feeling supported in 

what at times can be a lonely struggle for academic excellence.  

 

Please call or email one of us if youôd like to help sponsor this 

event with a donation of time, food, prizes, or money. Help us to 

pump some additional hope into the system and some fuel into 

these kidsô futures ðand give them some well-deserved fun in the 

process!  

 

Sylvia Reid 

WECA Education Committee Co-Chair 

860 539 1552 

expressyourself1@gmail.com  

 

Rand Cooper 

WECA Education Committee Co-Chair 

860 232 4279 

cooper13@earthlink.net 

 

Brenda McCumber 

WECA Administrative Assistant 

860 944 5300 

brendaweca@sbcglobal.net 

Honor Roll Party  
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The Connecticut Historical Society 

has the largest collection of original 

architectural drawings in Hartford, 

including the plans for many houses 

in Hartfordôs historic West End.  A 

new database currently under devel-

opment will make it possible for 

homeowners and other researchers 

to search the collection by address, 

as well as by the name of the archi-

tect and the original client.  In the 

course of the past four years, volun-

teer Samuel Benton Guiney III, has 

created detailed records for most of 

the houses designed by Smith & 

Bassette and many of those de-

signed by Cortlandt Luce.  Records 

for houses designed by David Doug-

lass, William Marchant, and Lester 

B. Scheide are yet to be entered.   

The work of Douglass, Luce, 

Marchant, Scheide, and Smith 

& Bassette contributed to the 

image of Hartford as a city of 

beautiful homes during the 

early years of the 20th 

century. Their houses 

range from modest bunga-

lows for returning service-

men to lavish mansions 

for some of Hartfordôs 

wealthiest citizens.  When 

the CHS database is complete, it 

will not only provide access to 

the drawings, but also to infor-

mation about the lives of the families 

for whom the houses were built.   

Homeowners are invited to contact 

Nancy Finlay, Curator of Graphics at 

the Connecticut Historical Society, 

at 860-236-5621 ext. 236 or 

Nancy_Finlay@chs.org.  Funding is 

being sought to help support the 

digitization of the drawings and to 

construct a state-of-the-art storage 

facility to properly house and pre-

serve them. 

This proposed by-law amendment 

will come before the WECA mem-

bership at the February 9 general 

meeting.  It had been scheduled to 

come before the membership at the 

December 8 general meeting but the 

vote was postponed due to the 

length of that meeting. 

According to the by-laws, only cur-

rent members of the civic associa-

tion can vote on the amendment at 

the meeting. 

To be a member of WECA, you 

must have completed the enrollment 

form for 2009 or 2010. The form is 

At the September meeting of the 

Board of WECA, the board voted to 

amend the association by-laws to 

allow the possibility of two vice 

presidents, one from north of Farm-

ington Avenue, one from south of 

Farmington Avenue. 

According to the boardôs proposal, 

the positions of north side and south 

side vice president would be filled 

in separate votes. If there are no 

candidates from the appropriate 

portion of the West End for one of 

the positions, that position would 

not be filled. 

printed on the back of this newslet-

ter. If you are unsure whether you 

are a member in good standing, 

please contact our administrative 

assistant, Brenda McCumber,  at 

944-5300 or                                     

brendaweca@sbcglobal.net.  

The thinking behind the proposal is 

to ensure greater geographic diver-

sity among the officers of the civic 

association so that there is enhanced 

representation of the residents of 

both sections of the neighborhood. 

Architectural Drawings of West End Homes  

in the Collections of the Connecticut Historical Society  

WECA Board Proposes By-Law Change 

Cortlandt F. Luce, Elevation of the 

house of Guy E. Beardsley, Oxford 

Street.  Guy Beardsley and his wife 

Jane moved into the house at 153 

Oxford Street following their mar-

riage in 1903.  Jane Beardsley was 

still living in the house at the time of 

her death in 1972. 

Smith & Bassette, Front Elevation 
the house of Joseph K. Hooker, 
Woodside Circle, showing altera-
tions.  Hooker purchased the house 
at 31 Woodside Circle in 1930.  

mailto:Nancy_Finlay@chs.org
mailto:brendaweca@sbcglobal.net
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ñDineAround the West End,ò the West 

End Civic Associationôs signature fund-

raiser, sold out again this year!  For the 

second year, invitations were sent out in 

two waves ï first to WECA members 

and five days later to the rest of our 

mailing list. 

 

The event has come to be so eagerly 

anticipated in the neighborhood that it 

again sold out very quickly ï in just one 

week. At press time, the actual event is 

still to happen, but the plan is for a total 

of 245 people to gather on January 30 

for a festive, fun evening! 

 

In its 6th year, the dinner has become a 

great tradition and a celebration of the 

community that is 

the West End. 

From wine and 

hors dôoeuvres at 

the home of    

Michael Peck 

through 27     

individual dinner 

parties to dessert 

and coffee at the 

home of Melanie 

& Ted Cannon, a 

grand time is planned.   

 

WECA especially thanks the generous 

sponsors for the event: 

 

Platinum Candelabras 
 Pond House Café - Louis Lista 

 The Village for Families and Children - 

Galo Rodriguez 

 
Gold Chargers 
Mollie Abend-West End Realtor 

Clemens Place 

DeVars-Phillips Florist & Antiques 

Amy & Kyle Bergquistï West End Real 

Estate News 

Susie Hatch, Realtor, and Ross Hatch 

Hi-Way Package Store - Gail & Jerry  

Powell 

Law Firm of Berman, 

Bourns, Aaron & 

Dembo, LLC 

Oxford Builders-

Christian & Kate 

Winkley 

Robyn S. Walsh & 

Douglas E. Humes, Jr. 

Silver Trays 

American Materials Corporation - Don 

& Kathy Bercowetz 

Leslie Hammond Coll, Your Resource 

Realtor 

classical chamber music for 

string quartet on February 20 at 

7:30 pm at Grace Episcopal 

Church, 55 New Park Avenue, 

Hartford.  The music of Mozart 

and Beethoven will be per-

formed including a Mozart 

church sonata for organ and 

strings.   The quartet is Marianne 

Vogel, 1st violin, Dorota       

Peglow, 2nd violin, Amy Jones, 

viola and Kathy Schiano, cello.  

Free Concert 
 

The Parkville Classicals will 

present The Millennium   Quar-

tet in a free concert featuring 

DineAround the West End sells out again! 

They will be joined by Grace 

Church organist Kyle Swann. 

 A reception will follow to meet 

the musicians.  

For further information: 

Leo Snow 

860-214-6373 

 

Gwen & Mike OôConnell 

MATT PAC, Matt Ritter 

The Law Office of Peter Upton & Associ-

ates, LLC 

Crystal Flutes 

DJM CARPENTRY & Design, LLC-Dave 

Monaco 

Joe & Karen Hewes 

JAPANALIA  Eiko/JAPANALIA on one 

Law Offices of Zlokower & Miller, LLP 

Martha Page & Bill Young 

Victoria Rogers, Real Estate Agent for 

William Raveis 

 
WECA also thanks Jane Shauck of Iris 

Photography (www.photoiris.com) for 

taking pictures at cocktails. 

 

ñWECA is grateful to our outstanding 

Dinner Committee co-chairs, Fi         

Bookwalter of Kenyon Street and Jan 

Klein of Girard Avenue,ò David Barrett, 

WECA President, says. But Jan & Fi 

quickly counter that Davidôs own tireless 

work and leadership inspires the dinner 

committee which also includes Kathy   

Bercowetz, Eleanor & Dale Blake, Mary 

Jane Eisen, Mark Fisher, Tracy Gale, 

David Klein, Sally Lerman & Karen Will. 

In its 6th year, the dinner has 

become a great tradition and 

a celebration of the 

community that is the West 

End.  

http://www.photoiris.com/


WECA Meeting Calendar 

February/March 2010 
 

Feb 4 Public Safety Chair:        Dave Jorgenson, Jorgie54@comcast.net, 670-5454 

Mar 4   7 pm, West End Community Center 

 

Feb 2  Education  Co-Chairs: Sylvia Reid, expressyourself1@mac.com, 233-0436; 

Mar 1           Rand Cooper, cooper13@earthlink.net, 232-4279 

   6 pm, WECC 

 

Feb 2 Board Meeting 7 pm, WECC 

Mar 2      

 

Feb 8 Architectural  Co-chairs:  Jan Klein, jacefk@gmail.net, 232-2050        

Mar 8 History & Resources      Laura Berman, lauraannberman@gmail.com, 570-0329 

   February 8 meeting will be at 293 Oxford Street at 6pm.  Contact 

   Jan or Laura for meeting place and time of March 8 meeting. 

 

Feb 9 General Meeting 7 pm, United Methodist Church, 571 Farmington Avenue 

 

TBA Housing   Meetings suspended during search for new chairpersons. 

 

Important West End phone numbers: 

Crimestoppers:  1-800-445-TIPS 

West End Community Service Officer Billy Rae, 424-2034  

Not a member of WECA?  Join today! 

Please complete to become a member. Please print clearly.  

Name(s)_____________________________________________________________  

Home Address _________________________________________________Apt. #______  

Phone (day) _________________________ Evening_____________________ 

Email Address____________________________________________________________  

WECA makes your neighborhood better, but we need your help  

WECA is a 501 (c) (3) organization and contributions are tax deductible. Please check contribution level.  

____$1,000 ____$500 ____$250 ____$100 ____Volunteer  

____$50 ____$25 ____$10 ____Other  

Please return completed form to:  

WECA, c/o David Barrett, 257 Oxford Street, Hartford, CT 06105  

Hartford 

Childrenôs   

Theatre is 

proud to now 

offer      gui-

tar lessons at 

our Drama School , taught by 

West End Artist and Resident 

Matt Sargent.  Matt is a very     

talented teacher who is accepting 

students of all ages from beginner 

to advanced levels seeking      

musical training on the guitar.  It 

is only $250 for ten 30 minute  

lessons on Saturdays or        

Tuesdays!  Please call us  today 

at 860-249-7970 or visit our  

website at 

www.hartfordchildrenstheatre.org 

to register, sign up for our mail-

ing list and catch all the latest 

news about Hartford Childrenôs     

Theatre and our program-

ming!!!  We are located at 360 

Farmington Avenue, directly 

across the street from the Mark 

Twain House!   

http://www.hartfordchildrenstheatre.org/

