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‘ West End News

The West End Farmers Market is starting on Friday,
June 20th with our annual strawberry shortcake festival.
The market will be Tuesdays and Fridays from 4-7pm.

This year we have Little Acres Farm, Roses Berry Farm,
Beckett Farm, Litor French Bakery and Eaglewood Farm

with pork, beef and seafood. The market will be in the West End”

Farmers

SAVE THE DATE:
JUNE 10—JOIN YOUR
NEIGHBORS AT THE

WECA ANNUAL

MEETING

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 - 6 pm
Public Forum & Annual Meeting
United Methodist Church

Agenda

Public Forum on Charter Reform
(60 minutes)

Is it needed?
Suggested charter changes to
improve city government
Welcome to Annual Meeting

Election of Officers for 2008-2009

State of the West End — Remarks
by David Barrett

West End Tag Sale on June 21 —
Doré Thomas

Farmers Market: 2008 Plans —
Rob Miller

Education Update — Sylvia Reid
HOPE Activities — Eve Christian
Sector Meetings:

e Election of Sector

Representatives

e  Priorities for 2008-2009
in the West End

Announcements

e Dog Park

e HartBeat Ensemble’s
plays In the Park

e  Other

Refreshments will be served.

Check us out at

westend.org

same space at the United Methodist Church on the cor-
Market!

ner of Farmington and S. Whitney.

Save the Date..

Giant West End Neighborhood Tag Sale!
Saturday, June 21, 9am-2pm

Stuff for sale!

All around the West End
&

at the West End Community Center
Are you getting ready for the Giant West End Neighborhood Tag Skde?is your chance
to get rid of your old extra stuff, get new fun stuff, and join with your neighbors in sup-
porting deserving West End causes.
On June 21, from 9 am to 2 pm, you can be part of the Giant West End Neighborhood Tag
Sale.Set up a tag sale in your yard and sell to passer€lsyou can donate items to the
event and we will sell them at a communal tag sale at the West End Community Cénter.
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available.Or you can be a buyer, traveling through the neighborhood, visiting with
neighbors and buying cool stuflhe event will be well publicized and should attract lots
of buyers. It will be a fun day Visit with your neighborsGet rid of clutter! Get new
stuffl And most of all support local causes.
Call us to register your address to be part of the Giant West End Neighborhood Tag
Sale. Small outdoor spaces at the West End Community Center are available, if you regis-
ter in advance.A donation of $25 is suggested for either alternatiiéhe proceeds from
registrations and from the sale of donated items will be contributed to these West End
causes:

e The United Methodist Church Food Pantryhey distribute food to needy people
in the West EndMany local residents come regularly to the food pantry to get
assistance.

e The West End Civic Association Education Commitéés committee organizes
numerous special events for students throughout the year, recognizing their tal-
ent and hard work and encouraging their future success.

e The Hartford Police Department Bike Patrdhe police department assigns offi-
cers to patrol our neighborhood on bikes, affording greater mobility and the ele-
ment of surprise.One bike costs $2000 and they have more officers certified to
ride bikes than there are bikes available.

e The West End Community Centéx.new roof is needed which will cost $10,000.
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We need volunteers to help transport items before and after the event and to manage the
communal arealf you can volunteer to help with your vehicle or to help sell stuff, or if

you have items to donate, please contact Dore Thomas ai825D,

dtmisha@hotmail.comor Brenda McCumber, 94800,brendaweca@sbcglobal.netf

you want to drop off your stuff and have us sell it for yalllyou have to do is drop if off

at the West End Community Center during the week of Jur20lfsiom 9:366 pm.



http://us.mc564.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=dtmisha@hotmail.com
http://us.mc564.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=brendaweca@sbcglobal.net
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For the Love of Dogs: Exploring the Possibility of a Local Dog Park

By Amy Bergquist and Michelle Cutrali

Recently, pet owners in Hartford and
West Hartford have been exploring the
idea of opening a dog park in the area.
Currently there is a very successful dog
park located in Wethersfield that many
local residents use, but they are looking
for a location closer to home. The goal is
to create a dog park which would estab-
lish a safe environment for local dogs to
exercise off-leash, under the supervision
of their owners. The park would be a
fenced-in space where well behaved dogs
can exercise in a clean, safe environment
without disturbing surrounding people,
property or wildlife. The proposed park
would be an appealing, well maintained
location, open to all who are willing to
foll ow the parkés

A few locations in West Hartford have
been proposed, as well as a portion of the
upper area of Elizabeth Park. Meetings
have occurred with city and town officials
from both Hartford and West Hartford
in order to explore the idea and garner
support.

A brief overview of the dog park pro-
posed for the Hartford/West Hartford
area will take place at the annual WECA
meeting on June 10, 2008. WECA also
emailed a survey to gauge support and
interest for a local dog park.
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Dog parks benefit the dog, dog owners,
and the community itself.

For the dog:

e Provides a safe and controlled
environment for dogs to play and
exercise

Reduces aggression and improves
socialization

Promotes physical and mental
well-being of dogs

Simply Smiles at Immanuel
Congregational Church

Join us for on Sunday, June 8, for a

presentation by
Simply Smiles, a vol-

unteer based organiza-
tion helping aban-

doned

229

children in

Mexico. www.simplysmiles.org. Child-
care Available. Fully Accessible. Ample
Parking. At the corner of Woodland
Street and Farmington Avenue, Hart-
ford, CT 06105. For more informa-
tion, please call the church office at

860-527-8121. Visit us online
at www.iccucc.org.

For the dog owner:

e DProvides our seniors, disabled
and apartment/condo dwellers
with a place to exercise their com-
panions

e  Provides an outlet for dog owners
to socialize

e  Promotes physical fitness

For the community:

e Increases towng@

e Discourages crime in the sur-
rounding area !

e  Provides a social hub for commu-
nities

e Promotes responsible dog owner-
ship

Boosts local economy

Increases licensed dogs, increas-
ing the number of dogs with up-
to-date vaccinations

Overall, exercised dogs make better next
door neighbors as they are less likely to
create a nuisance, bark excessively, and
destroy property.

Please join us at the June meeting to learn
more. Thank you for participating in the

email survey!

AFront Lawn Storyti

An exciting time awaits the children of
our neighborhood! Beginning Tuesday,
July 1st, and on every Tuesday
through August 19th, stories will be
read or told on the lawn of the church
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meodo at United Met hod

at 571 Farmington Avenue by mem-
bers and guests of United Methodist
Church of Hartford. Sometimes
there will be puppets, music, and/or
audience participation. Geared for
kindergarten through second grade
children and their parents, this one
hour program, starting at 4 pm, will
happen rain or shine. (If raining, it
will move inside the front doors of
the church.) Stop by for a fun-filled
ti me! AFront

pens during the first hour of the
West End Farmerso

Lawn

M
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WECA Calendar
June / July 2008

annﬁ% gqard Meeting,

7 pm, West End Community

i o rCsnter (WECC), no meeting

st

St

ar k

July

June 10 General Meeting
7 pm, United Methodist Church,
571 Farmington Avenue

June 2 Education

Chair: Sylvia Reid,
expressyourselfl@gmail.com,
539-1552.

Meets first Monday of the
month, 6 pm, WECC, no meet-
ing July.

June 2 Architectural History &
Resources

Co-chairs: Jan Klein,
jacefk@comcast.net, 232-2050

Jeff Jahnke,
jwj@jahnkearchitecture.com,

523-4088.

6@im.u75 Girard Avienuéjaor t f or d
meeting July.

June 16, July 21 Housing
Chair Sonia Ayala,
soniaa0924@aol.com,
233-2980.

Meets third Monday of month, 6
pm, WECC.

June 5 Public Safety

Chair: Dave Jorgensen,
Jorgie54@comcast.net,
670-5454. . N h

M2els thitd Tt of moAt® -
7ep|tm,WECC. No meeting in
July. -
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H.O.P.E.-Hartford Organizing for Power & Equality

National People's Action-NPA

In April, twenty neighborhood leaders
attended NPA in Washington DC with
over 500 folks from across the country.
H.O.P.E. was involved in panels on
Human Rights and Racial Justice, Edu-
cation and Affordable Housing and
spoke with Senator Dodd about fore-
closures.

H.O.P.E. was on the leadership team at
a direct action at the HUD of-

fice. H.O.P.E. has an agreement to
speak with the new HUD Secre-

tary. Because of our NPA, HUD
agreed not to change rules damaging
tenantsdé right t
Thanks to WECA, West End Commu-
nity Center, Imagineers and Rogers
Liquors and many friends and
neighbors who helped with donations
to HOPE to send folks to NPA.

H.O.P.E. Tenants Rights Group
Leaders spoke at Public Hearings of

Public Housing Agency plans

for Imagineers, West Hartford Housing
Authority and Department of Social
Services.

(o]

H.O.P.E. also demonstrated the need
for more Rental Assistance Program
vouchers. When the state opened the
waiting list last year, over 48,000 appli-
cations were received. This shows the
extreme need for affordable housing
and rental assistance.

H.O.P.E. has also been negotiating
with the City Councilwoman Veronica
Airey-Wilson, Chair of City Housing
Committee to pass several ordinances
and to create a plan to keep tenants
and stop displacement and gentrifica-
tion in the city and to consider current
residents first in all development.

H.O.P.E. Youth Council

Organizing toward a School Staff Code
of Conduct with clear, equal and just
consequences for violations. Youth are
advocating that the code and enforce-
ment be part of the School Governance
Councils.

Single Mothers on the Move
Commissioner of Social Services
Starkowski will be meeting with us on

Monday, June 23 at 6pm at a location
to be announced.

On the agenda:

No more delays in RAP and section 8
vouchers, the need for more vouchers
and no denial of vouchers.

Making the rules so Care 4 Kids pays
for child care right away rather than
after several weeks so single parents can
get work.

The overall need to change policies
from punishing people to supporting
people.

Please call 523-4870 for information.

Thank you to Louise Simmons and
Peter Chenette of Beacon Street for
hosting our first House Party. We ap-
preciate all the support we received and
look forward to holding more par-
ties. If you are interested in helping
with or hosting a house party, please
call 523-4870.

Leadership Training Classes are start-
ing now, please call 523-4870.

A Coonnuy Y Beae

completed for the 4™ Community
Job Fair. It will be held on Wednesday, June 4, from 10 am i
2pm at the United Methodist Church, 571 Farmington Ave-

Final planning has been

nue, Hartford.

Participating employers are St. Francis Health Care, the Hart-
ford Courant, MDC, I Care Management, Hamilton Connec-

~

tions, FedEx, Companions & Homemak-
ers, Catholic Charities, Jiffy Lube, Home
Depot, A& D Home Health Solutions,
and AAA Industrial Temporaries. The
CT Works Career Express bus will be available all day to

help attendees improve their resumes and learn to search

Summer Ha

On Saturday, June 14® the Connecti-
cut Commission on Culture & Tour-
ism is hosting a statewide Open House
Day. Hartford Children’s Theatre is
ijoining the
ums, theaters, historic properties and
tourist attractions across the State open
their doors to
to have its June 14" ® p e n
from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm at 360 Farm-
ington Avenue. Free admission for all.
HCT will showcase the talents of HCT
students & staff through sample classes

& performances. Come see our lovely

enings at Hartford Children’s Theatre

dents.

for jobs online. This event has been organized by the West
End Community Center and the West End Civic Associa-
tion to develop workforce opportunities for West End resi-

space in our beautiful Victorian house
and visit our Carriage House Theatre
nestled in the back where we hold
many of our educational productions.

par t ynadlion,&dwill alsg laade dreedt i €

crafts, face painting, house tours, a
drawing and costumes to try on from

C 0 pul f@seMaiin 8tadetprodiuceionsi Il e n
H o u syeudvish to know more call Jamie

Guite at 249-7970 x16.

Our Summer Youtheatre program
for ages 3 T 18 is accepting applica-

tions. HCT offers a variety of programs:

Dramatic Play Days: Session I & 11 2-
weeks each (age 3-5), Discover Com-
pany: Session I, II, IIT 2-weeks each
(grades K-3") and our Youth & Teen
Company: 4 Week program that ends
with a full production of Seussical, Jr
(grades 4™ 7 12™). This is all happen-
ing right down the street at the Classi-
cal Magnet School at 85 Woodland
Street, Hartford. For more informa-
tion, please check out our website

www.hartfordchildrenstheatre.org or

call 860.249.7970.
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Not a member of WECA? Join today!

Enrollment Form

Please complete form to become a member. Please print clearly.

. Name(s)
Real Neighborly
Home Address Apt. #
ww_realartways. org
Phone (day) Evening
Email Address

WECA makes your neighborhood better, but we need your help
WEST END COMMUNITY CENTER NEWS

WECA is a 501 (c) (3) organization and contributions are tax deductible. Please
WECC and Capital Workforce Partners’ SYELP will pro- check contribution level.
vide Hartford and West End teens with vital pre- $1,000 $500 $250 $100

Volunteer

employment training, career exploration and learning op-
portunities this summer. Program kicks off on Monday, ___$50____$25 ____$10 ____Other
June 30™. For more information, please contact WECC at

(860) 232-8081 or visit www.capitalworkforce.org. Please return completed form to:

WECA, ¢/o David Barrett, 257 Oxford Street, Hartford, CT 06105

Summer Recreation and Educational Enrichment Pro-

gram is now taking applications for our children and

youth. This six week learning experience will focus on and the Youth Services Depart- balloons and dunking, grilling, out-
positive youth development workshops, cultural develop- ~ Ment All proceeds will benefit year door games, music and youth talent
ment themes and exciting field trips throughout CT. For round outreach activities and services to - presentations! For more information
summer dates and hours of operation, please contact Zan- neighborhood youth ages 12-18. In- contact please contact WECC at (860)
dra Elder at (860) 232-8081. door/outdoor activities will include 232.8081.

WECC Neighborhood Carnival and Cultural Outreach cultural arts presentations from Master ~ Fora comprehensive list of WECC
Day! Saturday, June 28, from 12:00-6:00 pm. This event Artists in dance, drumming, quilting activities, programs and services, please

is Sponsored by WECC6s Cdpogy gon ridsyfacepadngng b & mwwithewesigndcommunity.org.

Public Safety News The Parkville Classicals will present the Musicals

The Public Safety Committee met on Thursday, May Ist at 7PM in the Friends in a free concert of Baroque music in-
West End Community Center. We discussed recent events and the cluding works by Guillemain, Quantz, and Tele-

 crime statistics year-to-date. We are fortunate to have the warmer mann on June 21 at 7:30 pm at Grace Episcopal

weather, however, with this comes more undesirable activity. Please Church, 55 New Park Ave, Hartford. A recep-

remember the following: tion follows to greet the musicians.

For further information: Ellen Morse 860-649-

- Late model cars are being stolen, especially Hondas 6192
- Do NOT keep valuables in plain sight - put them away
- Keep your doors and windows locked on both cars and homes

- Keep homes and cars well lit ANTI TWAR
- Do NOT open the door to your home until you have confirmed who is SPAGHETTI DINNER
knocking. There have been reports of people trying to scam their way in Saturday June 1h45pm

to people's homes as well.

. ) United Methodist Church of Hartford
- Be AWARE of your surroundings and look out for your neighbors

571 Farmington Avenue, Hartford CT 06105

There have been a few "smash & grabs" where folks have left valuables
in plain sight in cars, which makes them an easy and quick target for - )
: thieves. Please remember to keep yourself and others from encouraging Help send activists to the National
this behavior by observing the above guidelines. Also, there is a pro- Assembly to End the War in Iraq in
gram which gives out "The Club" anti-theft device to car-owners who Cleveland, OH

need them. You may request your free device from CSO Powell by call- WWW.NATASSEMBLY.ORG

: ing him at (860) 424-2034 and leaving a message.

$10 Suggested Donation

For more info on the event, or on the
Our next meeting will be at the West End Community Center on National Assembly Please call or email 860

Thursday, June 5th at 7PM. Please join us as there will be NO meeting 3858055, 203448'914010"
 in July and we will resume again on August 7th. Stay safe! ctyouth2cleveland@gmail.com

-David Jorgensen, Chair

_ WECA Public Safety



http://WWW.NATASSEMBLY.ORG
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