WEST END CIVIC ASSOCIATION
a hartford aeighbsrhood srganization

WECA Meeting Calendar
June-July 2009

June 1 Education

Chair:  Sylvia Reid, expressyour-
selfl@mac.com, 233-0436. Meets first
Monday of month, 6 pm, WECC.

June 2 Board Meeting
7 pm, West End Community Center.

June 4 Public Safety
July TBA Chair: Dave Jorgenson,

Jorgie54@comcast.net, 670-5454. Meets first
Thursday of month, 7 pm, WECC.

June 9 Annual Meeting

7 pm, United Methodist Church, 571 Farm-
ington Avenue.

June TBA Architectural History &
Resources

Co-chairs: Jan Klein, jacefk@gmail.com,
232-2050 and Laura Berman, lauraannber-
man@gmail.com, 570-0329. Contact Jan or
Laura for meeting place and time.

June 15 Housing

Co-chairs: Sonia Ayala,
soniaa0924@aol.com, 233-2980 and Anthony
Gray, ajgray@aya.yale.edu, 904-5769 Meets
third Monday of month, 6 pm, WECA.
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West End Civic Association
Annual Meeting

June 9, 2009 - 7 pm
United Methodist Church, Farmington Avenne and South W hitney Street

Agenda
Remembrance of Catl S. Dudley, former WECA President
Recognition of Outgoing Executive Board members
Report of 2009 Nominating Committee
Election of Officers
State of the West End Address
Announcement of Community Grant Recipients
WECA’s Youth Initiative: A Status Report
Sector Meetings
Election of Sector Representatives
Small Group Discussions to Set Priorities for 2009-2010
Announcements
Rebuilding Together Hartford: Free Home Repairs
Farmers Market: 2009 Plans

Other Business

Free Home Repair

Rebuilding Together Hartford, Inc. is a non-profit organization

WECA-WECC qu Sale, June 13 that provides free home repair, accessibility modification and

energy conservation services for low-income Hartford homeown-

WECA and WECC are sponsor-  Center from 9am-6pm, Monday  €rs, particularly the elderly, people living with disabilities and

ing a West End Tag Sale, which  -Friday. Please call ahead for multi-generational families. A representative from the organiza-
will be held at the West End Saturday drop-offs, 232-8081. tion will be at the June 9 WECA annual meeting to provide infor-

Community Center on Saturday,  All the proceeds of the Tag
June 13, from 9am-2pm, rain or  Sale will go to the sponsoring
shine. Donations of merchandise organizations to support their

will be accepted beginning June 1 programs.
at the West End Community

mation to West End residents about the program and the applica-
tion process. It is a great chance for West End residents to get
help with home upkeep and improvement. The deadline for
applications for 2010 projects is October 14, 2009. Come to the
annual meeting on Tuesday, June 9, at 7 pm to hear more and
learn how to apply.



Bringing the freshest produce to
Hartford’s West End Community

The West End
ing for its seventh season on Tuesday
June 16™. The
berry Shortcake Festival will be on Fri-
day June 19™. Stop by starting at 4 pm
for live music, fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles, and free strawberry shortcake while
supplies last with fresh, local berries
from return
and Little Acres! The market will be
held every Tuesday and Friday from 4
pm to 7 pm on the grass outside of the
United Methodist Church on South
Whitney and Farmington Avenue.

The West End
pleased to welcome several new ven-
dors. Four Fields Farm is a one acre

Pictured are (from left to right) Shane Starks,
Jose C. Mendez, Coordinator Sagacity Walker,
Tarik 'Lurch’ Christie, Daneille Russelll,
Samantha Caraballo, and Luz Holmes.

Message

from Paul
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farm business using organic growing practices
in Hartford and Bloomfield. Owners Hannah
Gant and Shannon Raider are also co-
managing the market this season. Addition-
ally they will be starting a new Market Table
offering artisan baked bread and cow and
goats milk cheeses from Cato Corner Farm
and Griffin Farmstead. The Market Table will
al so be a central S i
ucts to get a fresh
each week. Pete Rukas of Southern Farms of

F ar meNew England also grows without pesticides

and herbicides in Windsor. Both farm opera-

mar k et O tions specialize in heirloom and niche varieties

of vegetables which will bring something new
and different to the market experience this
year. Chaplin Farms will be joining the mar-
ket on Fridays with orchard fruits. Also new
this year are two prepared food vendors;

v e n d o I Sweet Bread Baking from West Hartford sells |

scrumptious cookies, scones, and breads and
the Crepe Escape from Willimantic makes
delicious sweet and savory crepes featuring
local ingredients.

Even as the market grows and changes some

F a r methings remain the same. There is still ample

parking at the church and on the street. WIC
checks are accepted by all fruit and vegetable
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vendors. And of course, volunteers are needed
to make new signs, staff the new Market Ta-
ble, and prepare for the annual Strawberry
Shortcake Festival. Contact WECA to learn
about how to help out the market or visit the
website at www.westend.org/farmersmarket.

Shine-a-Light Pro ram do

tTahe WECA HouwmgaCtommltteen
would like to know if any West
End residents are interested in
upgrading the lighting in their
section of the neighborhood. If
there is an interested group of
neighbors, the Housing Commit-
tee could assist in the process of
finding grant money, completing
applications, and planning the
project. Please contact Anthony
Gray , co-chair of the committee,
if you would like more informa-
tion, ajgray@aya.yale.edu , 904-
5769.

West End Youth Cleanup Initiative

" tive is a joint project of the West End
Community Center and the West End
Civic Association. Every Saturday

the WECC and set out to beautify the

southeast section of the West

» End. The primary goals are to offer
employment opportunities to

neighborhood teens willing to spend

Saturday morning cleaning their

neighborhood, and also to facilitate a

00

morning neighborhood youth gather at

team effort where youth can see that they

are having a positive impact in their com-
munity. After only four weeks, there is a
noticeable improvement in the neighbor-
hoodbs appearance,
dedicated workers a
youo and fAGod bl ess
business and home owners. WECA sector
reps Marcia Hughes and Sagacity

Walker conceived of the project. Special
thanks to Sagacity Walker who coordinated
the 10-week project.

Mar a Me mb e

It has come to my attention that the word
on the street is that HOPE is dead. | am
happy to report that this is an exaggera-
tion not founded in fact. HOPE, as with
all institutions dependent on funding do-
nations from both public and private enti-
ties is under great financial pres-

sure. Given the current state of our coun-
tryéds economy and
had on state and local governments as
well as funding institutions, adequate

funding to sustain operations at the previous
levels has been difficult, if not impossible to
acquire. Because of this, HOPE has had to lay
off full time paid office staff and has shifted to
a volunteer staffing model. We are still a vi-
able organization and our office is still func-
tioning, albeit at a reduced level of staff-

ing. The Board of Directors is still meeting on
buhestablishiedsaghelduée and Wofkiagdhdrd ta  t
resolve financial issues. HOPE is still actively
working to respond to the needs of our mem-

ber organizations and the public within the
neighborhoods we serve. We are continuing
to seek out new sources of funding, through
both our own fund raising initiatives and
through local and national funding organiza-
tions. We will continue our service to the
community as we started initially, as a volun-
teer staffed organization until such time that
wehcan support a more robust and extensive
operation. Please let everyone know that
HOPE is still alive in Hartford. Thank you.
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http://www.westend.org/farmersmarket
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WECA MAKES COMMUNITY GRANTS

Through its new philanthropy
program, the West End Civic
Association has awarded the
following grants for worthy
projects in the West End:

Community outreach

BeansRBountiful is a joint
volunteer effort with Knox
Parks Foundation to provide
Hartford residents living in
apartments and/or child care/
adult care programs with the
opportunity to grow beans in
containers outdoors, pick nu-
tritious beans and save on
food costs. Beans will be
grown in plastic milk jugs,
recycled flower pots, and
plastic soda containers with
compost provided by the City
of Hartford, mixed with pur-
chased soil. Seeds will be
provided at no cost through
Knox Parks or other sources.
BeansRBountiful was
awarded $260 to provide the
service to 50 West End fami-
lies. It is managed by Val
Bryan of Beacon Street and
Charmaine Craig of Knox
Parks Foundation.

Education

The Hartford
Theatre will provide a Dra-
matic Arts Program at Noah
Webster School. The program
will start in September and
will be part of the after-school
program coordinated by Or-
ganized Parents Make A Dif-
ference. A 12-week session
of Creative Drama will be
offered to selected 2nd and
3rd graders, followed by a 12-
week session of Theater Mak-
ing for selected 4th and 5th
graders. The classes will end
with performances, and the

students also will perform at a
WECA general meeting.
WECA is providing $1,325 to
fund the two sessions. For
information about the chil-
drenods
gram, visit
www. hartfordchildrenstheatre
.org.

West End activities

High Impact Quality Media
will offer a Summer Youth
Media Program, coordinated
by Media Director Chris
Vater of Beacon Street. The
company will provide a media
production program for up to
25 teen-agers, training them
to produce high quality vid-
eos. The young people will be
organi zed as
teamo and in
producing a self-selected
video, they will have the op-
portunity to choose and pro-
duce a video production that
highlights the West End
neighborhood through the
West End Civic Association.
The final videos will be
shown at a special community
event. They also may be sub-
mitted to Hartford Commu-
nity Cable Access Television
for | ocal t el

Cshare of the project is $2,000.

High 1.Q. Media will provide
the production equipment as
an in-kind donation.

The Hartford Soccer Club
will receive $1,000 toward
portable adjustable soccer
goals to be used in a new eve-
ning soccer program. The
program will provide a
weekly opportunity for youth
residing in the West End to
learn and play soccer as well
as for their parents to mingle,

A
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Important West End phone numbers:

Crimestoppers: 1-800-445-TIPS

West End Community Service Officer Jim Elliot, 424-2034

learn to provide coaching for
their children and participate
with their children in monthly
community soccer games.
The program will initially be

t heat r eheldatthe University of Con-

necticut Law School fields;
however additional locations
will be utilized during the
summer, including Elizabeth
Park.

The
weekly front lawn story time
at the United Methodist
Church of Hartford, will re-
ceive $100 for refreshments.
The story time started last
year. This summer, it will
start on July 7 at 4 pm.

Community building

WECA will sponsor a com-
munity-wide picnic in Eliza-
beth Park on Sunday, June 14
from noon to 3 pm. Perform-
ing will be the Blue Cherry
Band, made up of neighbor-
hood residents. There will be
games for adults and children.
See insert in this newsletter
for more details.

The United Methodist Church
of Hartford and Noah Web-
ster School are joining forces
to present
Best, a celebration of the
West End in
The Brightest and Best will be
an evening of music and story
celebrating life in the West
End. Planned for early De-
cember, the event will have a
holiday theme, combining
traditional carols with con-
temporary and secular holiday
music. The atmosphere will
be festive, with a focus on the
Noah Webster Micro-society
Magnet School and the

song

unique relationship that school
has with United Methodist
Church of Hartford and other
community organizations.
Community, education and
government leaders will be in-
vited to participate and the mu-
sic program will be planned by
a team from the church and the
school, featuring the Noah
Webster Advanced String Or-
chestra, the UMC Adult Choir,

Chi |l dr en o s?stipgqyartet, and supplemen-

tal musicians. WECA is provid-
ing $1,000 toward the cost of
the celebration.

HartBeat Ensemble will receive
$1,000 to support its Plays in
the Parks performance on Sat-
urday, July 11 at 5 pm. in Eliza-
beth Park. Plays in the Parks is
made up of a series of 10-
fhiflute plays derived from in-
terviews on a particular theme.
This year os
Economy Hi t-ti
how the economy is affecting
people and how we can recover.
The Elizabeth Park play is one
of five that HartBeat will pre-
sent in different city parks over
three weekends in July. The
goal of Plays in the Parks is to
take an important, often diffi-

. cult, topic and use the medium

f theater to educate and engage

i T rAgdienges it apewainder- - 4 1 g

standing of the topic.
and

If you wish to volunteer with
any of these programs or obtain
additional information, please
let David Barrett know and he
will put you in touch with the
organizers. He can be reached
at (860) 509-9519 or
dbarrett@hartsem.edu.

t he me

story. o


mailto:dbarrett@hartsem.edu

Lead Hazards: Be Careful!

Now that spring is here, the WECA Housing Committee
encourages you to work lead-safe on home repair pro-
jects. Five basic rules will protect you and your family.
1) Seal off the work area. 2) Use safety equipment to
protect your self from lead dust. 3) Do not eat or drink
in the work area. 4) Work wet and scrape by hand, rather
than using power tools. 5) Work clean, keeping dust
inside the sealed work area and wiping up often with
damp towels. Be careful! Look for lead safety brochures
on the WECA literature table at general meetings.

Elizabeth Park Programs

June 9: FREE Rose Garden Tour. Tues-
dayJune9"at 6: 30 pm wit
new Rosarian, Marci Martin. For more infor-
mation call 860-231-9443.

June 11:  FREE Rose Garden Tours . Thursday June 11", 12
noon and 6:30 pm with EIliza
Martin. For more information call 860-231-9443.

June 13: FREE History Tour of Elizabeth Park. Saturday June
13" at 10:00 am beginning in front of the Information Center .
This is a walking tour of the park to 12 points of historical inter-
est. For more information call 860-231-9443
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Upcoming Musical Events

The Parkville Classicalswill present the Musical Friends in a con-
cert on Saturday, June 20 at 7:30 pm at Grace Episcopal Church, 55
New Park Ave. Hartford. A reception will follow to greet the musi-
cians.

Jazz vocalist, Dana Lauren will be appearing at the Studio at
Billings Forge , 561 Broad Street on Friday, June 26 at 8 pm.
Joining her will be Will Slater on bass, Will Graefe on guitar, Noah

e Rremingeraom téndr sax and Jake Goldbas on drums. Go to
www.myspace.com/danalaurenjazz to hear Dana Lauren's cd,
Stairway to the Stars Featuring Arturo Sandoval.

b Rapayls the.dayghep of West Egd reﬂdtcﬁ”éséﬂd Memper of tea ¢ o i

Dine Around Planning Committee, Kathy and Don

Bercowetz. Some of you may have had the pleasure of listening to
Dana Lauren at the home of Chris and Diane Gent during the
dessert portion of the 2009 Dine Around.

$10/$7 for students and LetsGo Arts Members.

HartBeat Ensemble O 4t Annual Plays in the

Parks to open at Elizabeth Park July 11th

Hart Beat

Theater For a Change, is opening the
4th Annual Plays in the Parks series
at Elizabeth Park, at the corner of
Elizabeth and Whitney streets.
HartBeat tours through five Hartford
city parks in three weekends each
July bringing original theater to Hart-
fordos
show will consist of three short plays
interspersed with spoken word and
DJ sets from Hartford's best spoken
word artists.

Thi s

truth, o
Ginsburg.

we Ove

Elizabeth St.

year 6s

"today's economy hits home." Stories were
collected from local interviews and then
adapted for the stage. The goal of Plays in

the Parks is to take an important, often
difficult, topic and use the medium of thea-
ter to educate and engage audiences with a
new understanding of the topic. Our park
shows are family friendly and offer a wide
range of theatrical styles. HartBeat often

uses a good dose of humor in our work.
Ensembl .weCohnreng elyieC Ylir&at h
S a y-Boun#itaSteve B e

HartBeat is excited to be working with
WECA to present the Elizabeth Park show.
Since we began Plays in the Parks in 2006,
experienced
nei ghbor h GtElirabeth Paeki Wegt Eng rgsjdpts have
started notable Plays in the Parks tradi-
tions, such as the free watermelon provided
at the show by our Watermelon Man from

t h e md-astyadrthg locql peagqorgaqigation, ¢ \y

Hope Out Loud debut
tent at Plays in the Parks. Hope Out Loud
will once again be

and crafts activities such as creating dove
puppets. For younger children there is bubble
-blowing and coloring activities.

Plays in the Parks is an important opportunity
for local organizations to reach out to West
End residents. In years past audiences were
introduced to the work of the Connecticut
Coalition to End Homelessness and the Uni-
versal Health Care Foundation, among other
non-profits in the area. If you are part of an
organization that would like to have an infor-
mation table at Plays in the Parks, please
contact Steve at 548-9144, ex. 112 to make
arrangements.

Spoken word and family activity begins at
4:30 and plays begin at 5:00pm.

(]

For more information about Plays in the
Parks or HartBeat Ensemble, visit
www.hartbeatensemble.org, or visit us on
Facebook!
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