
North Branch Park River Watershed Management Plan 

Baseline Assessment and 

DRAFT recommendations 

have been posted on the    

project website: 

www.NorthParkPlan.net.  

Please feel welcome to pro-

vide comments, through the 

website, or to 

maryvrp@parkriver.org 

The watershed planning proc-

ess addresses the unique chal-

lenges of managing urban 

waterways as a valuable natu-

ral resource within the context 

of private and public building 

development, preservation 

and property uses. The water-

shed management plan shall 

characterize the watershed 

conditions, identify, investi-

gate, and address current and 

emerging issues facing the 

watershed, so as to recom-

mend potential changes that 

can improve water quality.  

The North Branch Park River 

Watershed Management Plan 

project is a Supplemental En-

vironmental Project (SEP) of 

the Connecticut Department 

of Environmental Protection.  

SEP funding originates during 

settlement of environmental 

enforcement actions under-

taken by DEP to amend the 

adverse public health and/or 

environmental impacts of 

violations. 

A final public presentation of 

the Watershed Management 

Plan will be held in mid-July, 

(location tbd). 

WEST END NEWS 

West End Civic Association 

Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, June 8, 2010 - 7 pm 

United Methodist Church, Farmington Avenue and 

South Whitney Street 

Agenda 

Report of 2010 Nominating Committee & Election of 

President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer 

State of the West End Address 

Announcement of Community Grant Recipients 

Sector Meetings 

     Election of Sector Representatives 

     Small Group Discussions to Set Priorities for 2010-

2011 

Announcement 

 Farmers Market: 2010 Plans 

The West End Farmersô Market will be open from  

4 pm to 7 pm before the Annual Meeting, so plan to 

come to the meeting a little early & get some fresh 

produce at the market. 
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WECA MAKES COMMUNITY GRANTS 

Å West End Poetry Porch 

Crawl. The Friends and     

Enemies of Wallace Stevens 

will organize a one-day event 

in the fall; porches of 12 to 15 

homes will be open to the pub-

lic; at each stop, a major New 

England poet will be featured. 

Refreshments will be served, 

perhaps in the period of the 

poet. 

Å A Youth Media Program for 

West End Neighborhood 

Youth, organized by Chris 

Vater of Beacon Street. This 

will be video training for 

youth ï up to five groups of 

five each. The program will 

culminate in a presentation of 

the videos, with each team 

Through its philanthropy pro-

gram, the West End Civic  

Association has awarded the 

following grants for worthy 

projects in the West End: 

Å A Summer Poetry Week for 

students. The program will 

provide a week of poetry in-

struction in July, led by     

Margaux Hayes, for 20       

students, fourth to seventh 

grade, at Noah Webster     

MicroSociety Magnet School. 

There will be a closing per-

formance. This proposal was 

submitted by Susan Rand 

Brown and Rand Cooper of 

Girard Avenue. 

 

making its own video and then 

a team production of a West 

End video. 

Å A choral after-school pro-

gram at Noah Webster, led by 

the Choir School of Hartford. 

This will provide 30 students 

choral training after school in 

the fall, for 10 weeks, twice a 

week. 

Å The Brightest and Best per-

formance, sponsored by the 

United Methodist Church of 

Hartford, the Greater Hartford 

Interfaith Coalition for Equity 

and Justice and Noah Webster. 

This will be the second annual 

evening of music and story 

celebrating life in the West 

End, held in December. 

Å A scholarship for a West End 

resident to attend the Womenôs 

Leadership Institute at Hartford 

Seminary, taught by Professor 

Miriam Therese Winter. WECA 

will fund a scholarship for a 

woman from the neighborhood 

to attend WLI. Her final project 

would be done within the West 

End, contributing to community 

and serving those in need. 

If you wish to volunteer with 

any of these programs or obtain 

additional information, please 

let David Barrett know and he 

will put you in touch with the 

organizers. He can be reached 

at (860) 509-9519 or           

dbarrett@hartsem.edu. 

http://www.NorthParkPlan.net
http://us.mc564.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=maryvrp@parkriver.org
mailto:dbarrett@hartsem.edu
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WECA Calendar 

June / July 2010 

No committee meetings in July/

August 

June 1 Board Meeting 

President David Barrett,         

dbarrett@hartsem.edu,            

860-509-9519 

7 pm, Hartford Community    

Center (HCC) 

June 3 Public Safety 

Chair: Dave Jorgensen,           

Jorgie54@comcast.net,           

860-670-5454   

7 pm, HCC 

 

June 7 Education  

Co-Chairs: Sylvia Reid,               

expressyourself1@gmail.com, 

860-233-0436;  

Rand Cooper,                          

cooper13@earthlink.net,          

860-232-4279                                              

6 pm, HCC 

 

June 8 Annual Meeting 

President David Barrett,         

dbarrett@hartsem.edu,            

860-509-9519 

7 pm, United Methodist Church,                 

571 Farmington Avenue 

June 14 Architectural History 

& Resources 

Co-chairs: Jan Klein,              

jacefk@comcast.net,               

860-232-2050 

Laura Berman,                        

lauraannberman@gmail.com, 

860-570-0329. 

6:15 pm.  The meeting will be at 

the home of Colleen & Ron Kutz, 

72 Girard, Avenue, Hartford 

June 21 Housing 

Co-Chairs: Ted Cannon,         

tedcannon@yahoo.com,          

860-335-1810; 

Richard Agins,   

aginsr@msn.com, 860-236-0915, 

7 pm, HCC 

Important West End phone 

numbers:  

Crimestoppers:  1-800-445-TIPS 

West End Community Service 

Officer Billy Rae, 860-424-2034  

Assistance to Avoid Foreclosures Available 

Are you or anyone that you know threatened 

with foreclosure?  The WECA Housing Commit-

tee would like to help you stay in the neighbor-

hood.  Foreclosure prevention resources in Hart-

ford include HUD-approved housing counselors 

who can help you begin the mediation process.  

And the CT Fair Housing Center in Hartford is 

an excellent resource for information about pre-

venting foreclosure. 

It is now mandatory in Connecticut for servicers/

lenders to participate in judicial foreclosure me-

diation if the homeowner requests it by submit-

ting appropriate forms that can be obtained from 

HUD-approved counselors in Hartford.  Non-

HUD approved counselors are often scams, so it 

is strongly suggested that you consult a HUD-

approved counselor.  Those counselors are: 

HERC, 860-296-4242 x107, Co-Opportunity 860

-236-3617 x100, CRT 860-560-5881, Urban 

League of Hartford, 860-527-0147 x 168.  Call 

them to schedule an appointment to discuss your 

foreclosure situation. 

The CT Fair Housing Center has produced an 

excellent manual that helps homeowners under-

stand their foreclosure options as they obtain 

legal help.  It can also be used by individuals to 

represent themselves during foreclosure proceed-

ings. It lists city, state and federal resources and 

contains all legal documents necessary for filing.  

This manual is free of charge to homeowners and 

attorneys and can be obtained from the area 

housing counselors listed above, from the CT 

Fair Housing Center at 860-247-4400, or from 

Brenda McCumber, 860-944-5300,                

brendaweca@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Another helpful resource is once-monthly fore-

closure clinics offered by the CT Fair Housing 

Center.  The clinic is free, no pre-registration is 

required, and it is open to any Hartford home-

owner facing foreclosure.  The clinics offer in-

formation about the judicial foreclosure and me-

diation process along with guidance on how to 

prepare and what documents to bring to court as 

well as referrals to housing counseling agen-

cies.  In addition, homeowners will have the 

opportunity to meet one-on-one with volunteer 

attorneys as well as paralegal students from the 

University of Hartford Paralegal Program. Call 

the Center for more information at 860-247-

4400, extension 0722.  You can visit their web-

site, www.ctfairhousing.org. 

Their clinic takes place every third Tuesday of 

the month from 5:30-7:30 pm at the University 

of Hartford Handel Performing Arts Center, 

Community Room, 35 Westbourne Parkway.  

The parking entrance is on Albany Avenue next 

to Backstreet Café.  Upcoming meetings are June 

15, July 20, and August 17 and they will con-

tinue through December, 2010. 

Be careful about foreclosure scams.  If anyone 

claims they can guarantee that you will keep 

your house, if anyone asks for money upfront, if 

anyone unfamiliar asks for your financial infor-

mation, if anyone presses you to sign paperwork 

before you have carefully read it, if anyone 

claims they are representing a government-

approved loan, or if anyone tells you to stop 

making your mortgage payments, BEWARE!  

Those are all signs of a scam. If a company tells 

you that they can guarantee you will keep your 

house, the only thing guaranteed is trouble. 

Hartford Children's Theatre is proud to announce Mark Twain Players!  

History, literature and theatre blend together in 

this wonderful program created to showcase the 

work of Samuel Clemons, more famously known 

as Mark Twain!  

Join us on Friday, June 11th at 7:00pm to enjoy a 

presentation in our Carriage House Theatre.  Per-

formed by the kids and staff of HCT Drama Pro-

gram and get a sneak peek of their production of 

TWAINôS TALES ïa play about Mark Twain and 

some of his famous short stories.  HCT is able to 

offer 5 free tickets for West End Civic Association 

Members!  Please call the box office at 

860.249.7970 ext 12 to reserve your ticket for 

June 11th.   

Donôt miss this exceptional event! 

Thank you to West End Civic Association and 

The Knox Foundation for making this program 

possible. Due to our generous sponsors 20 free 

tickets are being provided to the families from the 

Hartford Community Center. 

 If you cannot make the performance on Friday, June 

11th, the óTwain Talesô will also be performed as part 

of the city-wide celebration ñTom Sawyer Dayò on 

June 12th at the historic Mark Twain House and   

Museum.   

Our Summer Youtheatre program for ages 3 ï 18 is 

accepting applications. HCT offers a variety of pro-

grams: Discover Company: Session I, II, 2-weeks 

each (grades K-3rd) and our Youth & Teen Company 

(4th ï 12th): 4 Week program that ends with a full 

production of In to the Woods or The Lion, Witch and 

the Wardrobe.  This is all happening right down the 

street at the Classical Magnet School at 85 Woodland 

Street, Hartford.   For more information, please check 

out our website www.hartfordchildrenstheatre.org or 

call 860.249.7970. 

mailto:jacefk@comcast.net
mailto:brendaweca@sbcglobal.net
http://www.hartfordchildrenstheatre.org/
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Oxford -Whitney Streets Historic District Moves Forward   

A certain section of Oxford and Whitney 

Streets, informally called the ódonut holeô, 

is not in an existing historic district.  The 

Prospect Avenue National Register His-

toric District to the northwest and the 

West End North Historic District to the 

south border this section.  The ódonut 

holeô is surrounded by other historic dis-

tricts, hence the nickname.   

The apparent reason this section was left 

out seems to be that a number of its struc-

tures didnôt fit in architecturally with the 

other historic districts.  It remained the 

odd man out until some months ago when 

efforts by WECA began the process of 

placing it on the National Register of His-

toric Places as an historic district in its 

own right.  If all goes accordingly the 

ódonut holeô will soon become the Oxford

-Whitney Streets Historic District. 

The Oxford-Whitney Streets Historic   

District project first began in 2007 when 

approval and requested WECA officially 

invite property owners, by letter, to an 

informational meeting (that meeting was 

held on May 5th).  The next and final 

step is to submit the application to the 

United States Department of the Interior, 

National Park Service for approval.  If 

all goes according to plan, approxi-

mately three months after the application 

is submitted, official approval will be 

given and the ñdonut holeò will be 

placed in the National Register as the 

Oxford-Whitney Streets Historic       

District.   

As you can see, the process is tracked 

carefully as it moves through its various 

stages and the likelihood of rejection is 

slim to none.  When the application is 

finally approved and the Oxford-

Whitney Streets Historic District does 

become a reality, no longer will there be 

a ódonut holeô in the West End.   

WECAôs Architectural History &    

Resources Committee initiated the 

process of hiring an architectural his-

tory consultant who then began a 3-step 

process including a Preliminary Study, 

a Determination of Eligibility to the 

National Register of Historic Places, 

and finally the Nomination itself.  

WECA applied for and received a grant 

from the State of Connecticut, which 

covered nearly the full cost of the pro-

ject.  Shortly after that, an informal 

neighborhood meeting was held where 

the project was explained to property 

owners.   

With approval from the community, the 

process moved along as the consultant 

continued the necessary research and 

completed the official documents.  

Then the documents for the nomination 

were submitted to the State Historic 

Preservation Office.  SHPO gave itsô 

Saturday, July 17, 2010. 10 am-12 pm 

Admission: $5.00; Cedar Hill Cemetery 

Foundation, Hartford Preservation Alli-

ance and Let's Go Arts Members: Free 

Meet at the flag pole, past the pond, at 

Cedar Hill Cemetery, 453 Fairfield Ave-

nue. 

For more info: 860-956-3311, 

info@cedarhillcemetery.org, 

www.CedarHillCemetery.org  

  

Join HPA staffer and West End resident 

Tomas Nenortas, along with his col-

league Mary Falvey, as they share the life 

and times of notable Hartford architects 

and the buildings and homes they de-

signed.  Highlighted will be the Hapgood 

and Scoville firms, creators of many fine 

West End residences. 

Meet at the corner of Prospect and 

Boulevard 6 am Tuesday through 

Friday, weather 

permitting.  Bring 

a helmet.  Ride 

for 1 hour.      

Different route 

each day (Wood 

Pond, Cigna,  

Reservoir, Keney 

Park.  Back in the West End by 7 am.  

Contact John Gale with questions.  

860-232-9091 or 

jgale@lawlordsofhartford.com  

There is a drop off for hazardous waste 

recycling on Saturday June 12 from 8-1 pm 

at the Martin Luther School (corner of 

Westbourne Highway and Blue Hills Ave.) 

For more info residents 

can go to 

WWW.Hartford.gov and 

click on Public Works in 

the search box under 

Departments or call 311 

which is 860-757-9311  

Architects at Cedar Hill     

Cemetery Tour 

Mark your calendars!  

West End morning bike ride Hazardous Waste recycling  

http://us.mc564.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=info@cedarhillcemetery.org
http://www.cedarhillcemetery.org/
http://us.mc564.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jgale@lawlordsofhartford.com
http://www.Hartford.gov


 will also feature fresh artisan breads from the 

Billings Forge bakery of Hartford.  

On Friday June 18th the market will hold its 

annual Strawberry Shortcake Festival. This 

longstanding market tradition dishes out 

FREE fresh strawberry shortcake to all mar-

ket shoppers while supplies last. This event is 

made possible by the generous donations of 

local strawberries by our farmers.  

The West End Farmers' Market will follow 

the city of Hartfordôs lead by showcasing 

local artists throughout the market season, 

which runs every Tuesday and Friday from 

June 8th thru October 29th.  In recent months, 

the city has dedicated valuable resources to-

wards fostering and promoting local artists.  

The market will support this work by featur-

ing many different musicians and artists from 

throughout Connecticut. On any given market 

day expect to hear live music, sample culinary 

delights, and peruse the booths of local arti-

sans and crafters. 

Started in 2003, the West End Farmersô Mar-

ket is one of the oldest markets in Hartford, 

which now boasts five farmersô markets.  It 

remains a critical resource for Hartford resi-

dents in and around the West End neighbor-

hood seeking fresh, local, and delicious food 

from nearby farms.  This market is sponsored 

by The United Methodist Church and the 

West End Civic Association.  Updates about 

what to expect each week can be found on the 

market website at www.westend.org/

farmersmarket. 

Opening Day of the West End Farmers' Mar-

ket is on Tuesday June 8th, from 4:00 pm-7:00 

pm on the lawn of the United Methodist 

Church at 571 Farmington Ave, Hartford.  

The freshest fruits, vegetables, flowers, 

cheeses, and meats, all grown and raised in 

CT, will soon be just a few steps away from 

West End residents and all those commuting 

down Farmington Ave. This farmers' market, 

however, is not just providing healthy, nutri-

tional foods, but is also an important model 

for local sustainability and building local 

economic opportunity for farmers, artists, and 

food entrepreneurs.  

In response to the growing popularity of the 

West End Farmers' Market, this year the mar-

ket welcomes a few newcomers, including 

Scantic Valley Farm of Somers (humanely 

raised chicken, beef, and pork), Ladies of 

Levita of Lebanon (cow milk, yogurt, and 

cheese), and Swift Farm of Mansfield (honey, 

beeswax candles, eggs, and soap). The market 

West End Farmers' Market Returns With an Eye Towards All Things Local: Economy, Food, Artists, and More 

 YWLC Summer Institute accepting  

 applications!  

day, 9 am - 4 pm, from July 12 through 

August 13 at the YWCA.  

The young women will participate in 

non traditional sports such as rowing 

on the Connecticut River, yoga and 

horseback riding. They will 

also participate in a community service 

project with Foodshare. Trips include 

a college planning trip to St. Joseph 

College and a trip to          

Madame Tussauds Wax Museum in 

New York City. In addition, the young 

women will have the opportunity to get 

certified as a Safe Sitter.  

Many young women in urban commu-

nities, face normal teenage difficulties, 

but are often paired with serious bur-

dens such as low self esteem, poverty 

and low achievement in school which 

puts them at risk for dropping out of high 

school, becoming victims of violence and 

teen pregnancy. In its ninth year, YWLC 

has helped over 400 young women reach 

their goals and dreams, and has had a high 

success rate among its participants. For 

more information and on the YWLC Sum-

mer Institute, please contact the Youth De-

velopment Director at 525-1163 ext. 317.  

ñFront Lawn Storytimeò resumes      

Tuesday, July 6, on the front lawn of 

United Methodist Church of Hartford at 

the corner of Farmington Ave. and South 

Whitney St. Under the auspices of the 

church, with additional funding from 

WECA, this six week childrenôs program 

happens each Tuesday from 4 ï 5 pm, 

rain or shine. If raining, the event moves 

just inside the front door at the top of the 

steps on Farmington Ave. The program is 

geared for preschoolers through third 

grade children and their parents. Each 

week books by a different childrenôs   

author are featured along with a related 

activity.  Here is one example: author, 

Robert McCloskey; book, Blueberries for 

Sal; activity, making blueberry muffins. 

 

 

 

 

 

All the children of the West End are in-

vited to join in the fun with Mrs. ñA.ò  

The 2010 YWLC Summer Institute is cur-

rently accepting applications from young 

women grades 7-12 in the Greater Hartford 

area. This free summer program includes 

trips, fun activities and engag-

ing educational workshops to improve lead-

ership skills, effective decision-making, 

goal setting skills, personal wellness, and 

money management strategies. The Summer 

Institute will run Monday through Thurs-

The Childrenõs Hour 

http://www.westend.org/farmersmarket
http://www.westend.org/farmersmarket

