


This fall, there is more on the ballot than a choice for U.S. Senator or 
Governor.  On November 7, there is a chance to vote for clean water.  
Called the Clean Water Project, voters in Hartford and the seven sur-
rounding towns served by the Metropolitan District will be asked to 
fund a major infrastructure project for the sewer system. 
 

The MDC created a Citizens Advisory Committee in June of 2004, com-
prised of community leaders from the 8 member towns.  This group has 
had unprecedented input into the formation of the Clean Water Project 
and has dedicated themselves to the project over the last 2 and half 
years.  WECA’s representative is Mary LaPorte and she, along with a 
representative from the MDC, will be giving a presentation on the 
Clean Water Project at the next WECA meeting on October 10. 
 

What is reason for the upgrade? The sewer system in Hartford was built 
in the 1840’s and that same system is in use today.  Because storm wa-
ter mixes with the sanitary flow in all 8 towns, the system becomes 
overwhelmed during rain events.  Each year, about 1 billion gallons of 
untreated sewage overflows into the Connecticut River and many of its 
tributaries including the North and South branch of the Park River, 
Troutbrook and Wethersfield Cove.  Not only is the sewage ending up 
in the river ways it is also going into people’s basements and flooding 
streets, creating a significant public health issue. 
 

The MDC has entered into a Consent Order with the US Department of 
Justice, the USEPA and the CT DEP to end these overflows within 12 
years.  Because of the consent orders, this much needed project must go 
forward.  The issue on the ballot in November is whether or not the 
MDC can bond 800 million dollars for the first phase and maintain 
local control over the project.  The Citizens Advisory Committee feels 
it’s important for people to realize that if the referendum was to fail, the 
federal government has the option to take control over the project and 
mandate that operating revenues pay for the upgrade, not giving tax-
payers the ability to spread the cost over a length of time and adding a 
larger of bureaucratic overhead to the cost, as well. 
 

Please join us at the October 10, 2006 WECA meeting to learn more 
about this important environmental and public health issue. 
 

Abby Jewett 

A Better Way Foundation hosted the first biannual 
Opportunity Fair on Wednesday, September 13 at St. 
Monica's Episcopal Center, located in the North End 
of Hartford. This event was the finale of ABWF's Navi-
gating New Ways Summer Project. The purpose of the 
Fair was to provide Hartford residents with opportu-

nities for jobs, job 
skills training, education, 
internships and volun-
teerism. Individuals and 
agencies specializing in 
advocacy for ex-offenders 
were also present.  
 

The event was a success, 
with attendance of 130. 
ABWF would like to 

thank the following individuals: Deacon Art Miller, 
WECA President David Barrett, West End Community 
Center Executive Director Darrell Garner, WQTQ FM 
Chief Operator Thomas Smith, Hot 93.7 FM radio 
personality DJ Bigg Mann, Eddie Martinez, Sylvia 
Reid, Jan Hasenjaeger, Rob Miller, the staff of St. 
Monica's Episcopal Church and Joyce Samuels. 
 

ABWF would also like to express our appreciation to 
the following agencies and businesses: Office for Black 
Catholic Ministries, WECA, WECC, WQTQ FM, Hot 
93.7 FM, Hartford Job Corps Academy, Sheldon Oak 
Central Incorporated, Sand / Strive, Carabetta Man-
agement Company,  Dunkin' Donuts ( Farmington 
Avenue) and Freinhofers. Finally, special thanks to 
WECA Administrative Assistant Brenda McCumber 
for her invaluable contribution to this project. For 
more information on A Better Way Foundation call 
Executive Director Lorenzo Jones at 270-9586 or 
email lorenzo.jones@abwf-ct.org  Please visit ABWF's 
website:  www.abwf-ct.org . 
David Samuels    

GREETINGS FROM THE CENTRAL EAST SECTOR 

OPPORTUNITY FAIR  

WECA's Central East sector is made up of Lorraine Street, 
Sherman Street, Elizabeth and Fern Streets east of Whitney 
Street, and Girard, Kenyon and Whitney Streets south of 
Elizabeth Street.  Renters, homeowners, and all other resi-
dents are invited to call Tonia Loconte at 586-8270 or send 
an e-mail to tonialoconte@msn.com whenever they have 
community issues that concern them.   
 
Tonia is enthused about representing the Central East sec-
tor and helping to build a strong neighborhood, and one of 
her goals is put together a communication network to aid 
people in exchanging information effectively.  If you haven't 
met her yet, she hopes that you'll take a moment to call or 
e-mail her with your contact info and any information you 
want to share.  

The Clean Water Project 

Page 2 WEST END NEWS 

WECA Education Committee is BACK !!  First meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday, October 3 at 6pm at 28 Gray Street.  
Location may change will send notice. Call Mrs. Sylvia Reid 
at 860-233-0436. 
 
 

The Hartford Metropolitan Youth Choir  is open for enroll-
ment to youth ages 10 and up.  Looking for musicians. Also 
need donations of a 15 passenger van and T shirts.  Contact 
Mr.s Reid at 860-233-7913. 
 
 

To those of you who responded to Noah Webster’s needs, a 
Big Thank You goes out.  The coach and staff are ecstatic.  
Thank you—Sylvia Reid. 860-233-0436 
 

Parents, if you are having problems with getting your child 
enrolled in your neighborhood school or if you are having 
issues with the school your child is attending, please con-
tact us. 

The Southwest Sector of WECA holds open meetings for all sector residents at 6:45 on the third Tuesday of every 
other month; the next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 21.  If you live in the area bounded by Farmington 
Ave. , Prospect Ave., West Blvd., Rodney St. and Tremont St. , please join us to meet your neighbors and discuss 
your concerns and aspirations for the sector and the West End .  For meeting locations or other questions, contact 
sector representatives Steve Cohen (232-1396; stephen.cohen@comcast.net) or Jeff Jahnke (216-6609; 
JWJ@jahnkearchitecture.com).  

WECA EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

SOUTHWEST SECTOR MEETING INFORMATION 
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