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West End Civic
Association
General Meeting

December 13, 2011 - 7 pm

United Methodist Church,
Farmington Avenue and Sonth
Whitney Street

Education Program:

® Dr. Christina M. Kishimoto,
Superintendent of Schools, pres-
entation on the state of the
schools

®  Also speaking: Principals of
Hartford Public High School
academies and Dolores Cole,
principal of Noah Webster Micro-
Society Magnet School

® Jim Caradonio, Bureau Chief
of the Regional School Choice
Office, presentation on the lottery
system and how to secure a place
at Noah Webster as a neighbor-
hood resident

®  Proposed Schools in the West
End: Presentations by Jumoke
Academy and the Capitol Region
Education Council

® [egislative Agenda for 2012:
State Rep. Matthew Ritter

®  Announcements: Honor Roll
Party in Winter 2012; Back-to-
College Scholarship Program

West End Blue-Green Map
Presentation by Mary Pelletier.
The Neighborhood Blue-Green
Map will present environmental
characteristics such as community
gardens, tree canopy, geology,
bird habitats, recreation fields and
other natural features that contrib-
ute to a healthy urban watershed.
It will suggest walks based on
environmental theme points.

Other Announcements

Historic Plaques Available for
West End Homes

Community Building
Committee seeks your input

The West End of Hartford has a large number of
historic homes and buildings that the State of
Connecticut has honored by designating them to
be in National Historic Districts. Many homes in
these districts have placed a plaque next to their
front door that officially declares that house is in
an hi
tural History & Resources Committee sought and
received grant money from the State of Connecti-
cut for the creation of the Oxford-Whitney
National Historic District. Last spring this offi-
cial designation was granted through the efforts
of many dedicated people, including WECA vol-
unteers, the Hartford Preservation Alliance and
the State Historic Preservation Office.

The AH&R committee is now looking to encour-
age the purchase & display of historic designation
plaques throughout the current West End historic
districts, but especially in the newly designated
Oxford Whitney historic district. To learn how to
apply for your plaque, visit the Architectural Re-
sources page of the WECA website (westend.org)
and go to the Your Home links.

With the addition of the Oxford Whitney Historic
District, almost all of the West End is included in
an historic district. One last area of the neighbor-
hood is still undesignated, and recently, the
AH&R Committee began the process of creating
that final historic district in the Southeast section
of the West End, to officially be called the West
End South East Historic District. Once again the
West End Civic Association applied for and re-
ceived a grant from the State of Connecticut that
allowed it to hire an Architectural Historian to do
the necessary research and prepare the documents
required by the State of Connecticut and the fed-
eral government before granting National Historic
District designation. The process is thorough and
detailed and reviewed by a panel of experts be-
fore the designation is made. The fact that the
West End has been able to establish several new
historic districts recently is a testament to our
neighbors who live in and care for their proper-
ties. The creation of historic districts has been
shown to increase property values, but more im-
portantly these special districts serve to help build
community spirit and pride.

storic district.

The newly reestablished Community
Building Committee had its first meet-
ing in October and will have monthly
meetings, generally on the last Mon-
day of the month. Our first meeting
was well attended by a diverse group
oflresidents who dissussed WiE C A’
neighborhood strengths and weak-
nesses.

The Committee's goal is to facilitate
community building by increasing
opportunities for West End residents
to get to know their neighbors, as well
as residents in other sectors of the
neighborhood. The Committee will
work with each sector and help plan
ways to bring residents together.

We will also focus on the objective in
our neighborhood strategic plan

of "promoting WECA engagement
with, and by, residents who fully re-
flect the West End's geographical,
racial and residential/economic diver-
sity." In working toward this objec-
tive, we will work with neighborhood
organizations and stakeholders in an
effort to increase services that meet
basic needs (food, housing, employ-
ment, and shelter) within the West
End and support organizations that
offer crisis and intervention services.

Come be a part of this vibrant discus-
sion, share your thoughts, and meet
folks you have not met before. If you
cannot attend meetings, but want to
share your ideas, that's fine too.

Val Bryan, Committee Chairperson

vijbryan@att.net
(860) 231-1915

We're on the Weh!
westend.org


mailto:vjbryan@att.net
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On-Going Evolution of Blue-Green Map project

As you may know, thanks to support from a West End Civic Association Com-
munity Grant, the development of a neighborhood Blue-Green Map is now un-
derway. The project has included a survey of interests, observations, and habits
that connect us to nature within the neighborhood. While the survey will remain
available on the WECA website, the focus of the project work is now the identi-
fication of specific Blue-Green map points of interest throughout the West

End. The map will identify specific points and describe how these neighbor-
hood features contribute to a healthy urban watershed.

The map points will based primarily upon 12 natural characteristics that are in-
tegral to neighborhood: 1) North Branch of Park River; 2) Landscapes of the
stream corridors; 3) Heritage trees and forests; 4) Lost landscapes (meadows,
former ponds, and intermittent streams); 5) Parking lots and transportation; 6)
Recreational fields; 7) Invasive plants; 8) Vegetation between properties, which
serve as micro-habitats such as hedge rows; 9) Storm water drainage patterns;
10) Lawns; 11) Community gardens (existing and proposed); and 12) Edible
landscapes. The Blue-Green map points are (ideally) to generate community
conversations about how the West End can further enhance our neighborhood
habitat and quality of life.
To further involve whoever might be interested, there will be two Blue-Green
neighborhood walks:

Saturday, December 3" at 12:30 pm

Sunday, December 18" at 1:30 pm
These one hour walks will begin from the entrance of the Connecticut Historical
Society, which is located at One Elizabeth Street (see http://
www.chs.org/). These field walks will happen rain or shine, so dress appropri-
ately (comfortable walking shoes, warm clothing, and favorite winter cap. You
may walk for a part or the whole distance.
Most importantly, please feel welcome to share your observations of natural
conditions that are integral to the neighborhood, by talking with friends, and/or
contacting Mary about the Blue-Green map: (860) 232-5701 or email
< maryp@parkwatershed.org > Additional updates and community events will
be announced at the WECA General Meeting on December 13" and posted
online, at http://www.parkwatershed.org/west-end/.

save the date!

ywca hartford
regionds

in the company of

women luncheon

An Afternoon With
Rosie Perez
March 20, 2012

Connecticut Convention
Center

For more information e-mail
RozelLyn Beck at
RozeLynB@ywcahartford.org.

Intro to Genealogy Resources: Do you Know Where Your

Ancestors Are?

Saturday, December 17 from 9:30 - 11:30 am
$10 CHS members; $15 non-members

Have you always wanted to trace your family tree, but wondered how to begin?
Would you like to know a little more about some of the ways people discover their
family's stories? This regularly scheduled session, conducted by the Connecticut
Historical Society Research Center staff, will begin at the beginning and give you a
succinct overview of the "hows" and "wheres" of genealogical research and some
hints for getting started. Registration includes admission to the Research Center
after the workshop. Space is limited and pnegistration is requested. Call (860)
236-5621 x209 or enail Mary Muller@chs.org



http://www.chs.org/
http://www.chs.org/
mailto:maryp@parkwatershed.org
http://www.parkwatershed.org/west-end/
mailto:Mary_Muller@chs.org
mailto:RozeLynB@ywcahartford.org
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DineAround the West End on January 28th

"One cannot think well, love
well, sleep well, if one has not
dined well." - Virginia Woolf

Mark your calendars to warm up your
winter, West End-style, at DineAround
the West Endthe eighth annual
progressive dinner to benefit WECA
on Saturday evening, January 28, 2012.

The evening, which has become one of
our neighborhood’
starts at 6 pm at the home of Molly
Knorr & Mark Drusedum, 1144
Prospect Avenue. More

than 200 guests will enjoy

wi ne and hor s@™
and receive their dinner <
assignments. From there
they will depart for dinner
at one of 26 West End
homes. Beginning at
10:00 pm, dessert and
coffee will be offered to
guests at the home of
Martha Buttenheim &
Pam Minish, 219 Kenyon Street.

DineAround the West Ends an eve-
ning of festivity & conviviality. The
night is full of surprises —where you
dine, the menu served, and your dinner
companions! "Along with being an
important fundraiser, this is a great
way for neighbors to get acquainted
and reunited with new and longtime
residents in their own neighborhood,"
says David Barrett, President of
WECA. "Every year, people tell us
about meeting someone new, even

t hough they may’ v
neighborhood for years."

“We're so fortuna
hood supports this evening in so many
ways,
event . “We're
DineAround is one of the first things

t o

N
f

that new West Enders hear about from
their neighbors! And we know that
it’s our
are new this year!) and our sponsors
at all levels who really make this
event possible.”

The generosity of our two Platinum
sponsors is amazing! This year again,
as t hey’' weayycnGule
Rodhg@es The Villig@fer Familicd &
Children will donate all of our fabu-

|l ous hors
Pond House Café
will provide all of
the luscious desserts.
Also, at print time,
Gold sponsors in-
clude Mollie Abend-
West End Realtor,
Clemens Place,
DeVars-Phillips
Florist & Antiques,
Amy & Kyle
Bergquist-West End
Real Estate News, Susie Hatch, Real-
tor & Ross Hatch, Hi Way Package
Store-Gail & Jerry Powell, Law Firm
of Berman, Bourns, Aaron & Dembo,
LLC, Linda Jorgensen, Wealth Advi-
sor Morgan Stanley Smith Barney &
George Jorgensen, Lemus Painting,
Tomas Nenortas-Hartford Historian &
Promoter, Nutmeg State Federal
Credit Union and Oxford Builders-
Christian & Kate Winkley. Silver
sponsors include American Materials
Corporation-Don & Kathy Bercowetz,
DIJM CARPENTRY & Design LLC-
®avd MoNa@®,DubhyMesiknNL&nd-
scape Designer,
& Attmore, LLC-Gwen & Mike
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Crystal sponsors include JAPANA-

" s ay schail farnhe K ILI& iEiko/JAPANALIA ON ONE,

[Jod & KaferBHewed, ¢thiee & Wes
Horton, Law Offices of Zlokower &

graci ous

S
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Miller, LLP and Martha Page & Bill

ng.

hosts, (16 of who
“Every year, this n
WECA fundraiser has sold out al-
mo st i mmedi ately,”
walter, co-chairing the event with
Jan Kl ein. “Re me mb

of membership in WECA is prefer-
eftidl treatment for receiving invita-
tibns to the DineAround early
enoudgd assur

X h 0 e. sy o
d”oeuv Mifvitations Ard &nt ih vl Waves i Li t

first to WECA members in good
standing, and a few days later to
others on the mailing list. Please
note that in order to remain a mem-
ber in good standing, YOU MUST
FILL OUT A MEMBERSHIP
FORM EVERY YEAR. The annual
membership mailing has just gone
out. Or you can fill out the WECA
membership form on page four of
this newsletter, and mail it to David
Barrett at 257 Oxford St.

DineAround reservations are only
confirmed with
portant to understand that the way to
secure your spot is to GET YOUR
REPLY CARD AND CHECK RE-
TURNED PROMPTLY after receiv-
ing your invitation in the mail. Ad-
mission is $80 per person. Remem-
ber that invitations will be mailed
to WECA members first, followed
by others several days later. More
information? Call Fi Bookwalter
(232-8705), Jan Klein (232-2050) or
D,aviél Barrett é5?9-95 19).
onn I,

payn

FIl aherty

PAC.



Elizabeth Park
Winter Garden Lecture Series
Pond House Hall - Wednesdays at 7 pm
(March 24 dinner at 6 pm)

Lecture 1: January 180 Survival in the Darwinian Garden: Planting the Fittest

Karen Bussolini - Garden photographer, writer, speaker and eco-friendly garden coach

Choosing the correct plants for your garden ensur e gardsenu3nownedatdl. Le
February 1

Lecture 2: January 250 Compost Happens

Carol Quish - Horticulturist at UConn Home and Garden Center

Learn how to compost in your own backyard, with a bit of science on how food scraps and garden waste become black goj@ for yo
plants. Snow date: February 1

Lecture 3: February 83 Sustainable Residential Landscaping

Amy Sampson - Owner of AES Landscape Design; Lecturer, Certified Horticulturist and CT Accredited Nursery Professional.

Amy will highlight six major Sustainable Landscape Goals and present shrubs and trees that are ideal for residentiabiaStenamlate
February 22

Lecture 4: February 158 Urban and Community Forestry in CT

Dr. Robert Ricard - UConn Senior Extension Educator

An overview of the multitude of -@oing efforts around the state determined to improve the health, care and managemenpoblETisees.
Snow date: February 22

Lecture 5: February 290 The Blended Garden
Nancy DuBrule-Clemente- Owner of Natureworks Horticultural Center and gardening book author.
Learn how to incorporate delicious edibles into your existing borders, flower gardens and containers. Snow date: March 14

Lecture 6: March 70 Do's & Don'ts of Shopping at Your Garden Center
Bill Turull - Owner of Garden Sales and Friends of Elizabeth Park Board member
Tips on: what a person should expect from a sales person, what plants to purchase, wtepe@a' really a special. Snovatk: March 14

Lecture 7: March 218 Fireside Chat: Marci and John's Favorite Rose Stories

Marci Martin & John Mattia i Both Rosarians, Marci is the Rosarian for the park and John is a longtime friend of the park

Join us for a memorable evening with Marci and John, both-nesflected and knowledgeable Rosariafikrough their stories, weill learn
about roses, the people who love them and the unusual things that can happen! Snow date: April 4

Lecture 8: March280 Pl anni ng that fASpecial Partyo
Louis Lista - Chef and Pond House Owner
Learn from Louis the secrets of planning a successful and stress free part@r included. Snow date: April 4

,.\\‘é\\z" 2 Enrollment Form
§ ¢ Please complete form to become a member. Please print clearly.
Name(s)
Home Address Apt. #
Phone (day) Evening
Email Address

WECA makes your neighborhood better, but we need your help
WECA is a 501 (c) (3) organization and contributions are tax deductible. Please check contribution level.

$1,000 $500 $250 $100 Volunteer

$50 $25 $10 Other

Please return completed form to:
WECA, c/o David Barrett, 257 Oxford Street, Hartford, CT 06105 ‘f

Not a member of WECA? Join today!




