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Greetings 
 
At the December general meeting, we want to hear what you think should be the priorities for 
improving the West End. The meeting is on Tuesday, Dec. 11, at 7 p.m. at the United Methodist 
Church (corner of South Whitney Street and Farmington Avenue). 
 
In 2001 we completed a strategic plan that is available on the web at http://
www.hartford2000.org/Plans/Westend/default.htm. Some of the items from the plan have been 
accomplished. We have a community center. Noah Webster has been renovated. We have a 
community services police officer. Some of our streets have speed tables to slow traffic. 
 
But there is more that needs to be done, and now it is time to update the plan. Stephanie 
Woodlock, a Tremont Street resident, has volunteered to chair a task force to complete the up-
date. 
 
We need to hear from all of you about what our priorities should be. The plan covers all aspects 
of our community ï housing, employment, education, recreation, youth activities, seniors, busi-
ness development, historic preservation, etc.  How we set priorities is up to us. 
 
Please come to the general meeting to talk with us. If you have a conflict, contact me 
(dbarrett@hartsem.edu or (860) 509-9519) and share your ideas. 
 
Also on the agenda is a discussion of property tax reform. I serve on the cityôs Property Tax 
Reform Task Force. Property tax reform will affect all of us, whether we are a homeowner, a 
tenant or a business owner. Come to the meeting to hear what the task force may recommend 
and provide feedback. 
 
This is your neighborhood ï get involved. Our committee chairs will report on what their com-
mittees are working on, and I hope all of you will participate on one or more of the committees. 
The old adage that there is strength in numbers holds true when it comes to achieving change 
in the West End.  
 
Join us at the church for this meeting, whether you are a member of WECA or not. Join your 
neighbors and share your thoughts. Together we can make the West End a better place to live, 
work, shop, and stroll. See you on December 11.   
 
David Barrett 
President 
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Dine Around  the West End on January 26th  

"One cannot think well, love well, sleep well, if one has not dined well." - Virginia Woolf  

Mark your calendars to chase away mid-winter blahs, West End-style, at Dine Around the 
West End , the fourth annual progressive dinner to benefit WECA on Saturday evening,   
January 26, 2008. 

The evening, which has come to be eagerly anticipated in the neighborhood, starts at 6 p.m. 
at the home of Annelieke and Peter Schauer, 1020 Prospect Avenue.  Approximately 150 
guests will enjoy wine and hors dôoeuvres and receive their dinner assignments.   From there 
they depart for dinner at one of twenty-one West End homes.   Beginning at 10:00 pm, des-
sert and coffee will be offered to guests at the home of Suzanne and Michael Buenaventura 
at 47 Scarborough Street. 
 
Dine Around the West End  is an evening of warmth, festivity & conviviality.  The night is full 
of surprises ï where you dine, the menu served, and your dinner companions!  

(Continued on page 4) 
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WECA Calendar  

 December 2007/January 2008  
 
 
Dec. 4, Jan. 8   
Board meeting, 7 pm, West End 
Community Center (WECC) 
 
Dec. 11   
General Meeting, 7 pm, United 
Methodist Church,  
571 Farmington Avenue 
 
Dec. 3, Jan.7  Education 
  
Chair: Sylvia Reid,  
expressyourself1@gmail.com, 
539-1552.  
Meets first Monday of the 
month, 6 pm, WECC. 
 
Dec. 10, Jan. 14  Architectural 
History  & Resources 
 
Co-chairs: Jan Klein,  
jacefk@comcast.net, 232-2050 
Jeff Jahnke, 
jwj@jahnkearchitecture.com, 
523-4088. 
Meets second Monday of the 
month, 6 pm.  Topic & location 
TBA, contact Jan or Jeff for 
information. 
 
Dec. 17, Jan. 21  Housing 
  
Co-chairs: Sonia Ayala, 
soniaa0924@aol.com,  
233-2980. 
Ed Karban, ekarb@aol.com, 
525-7446.   
Meets third Monday of month, 6 
pm, WECC, continuing discus-
sion of sale of Clemens Place. 
 
Jan. 24          Public Safety 
 
Chair: Dave Jorgensen,  
Jorgie54@comcast.net,  
670-5454.   
Meets third Thursday of month, 
7 pm, WECC.  No meeting in 
December. 

WECA Utilities Task Force 
  

In 2008, the MDC will develop the design details of West End sewer system separations for 

construction work that will take place in ~ 2009 ï2010 as part of the MDC Clean Water 

Project (for more info see http://thecleanwaterproject.com/ ).  New separated sewer lines 

will be installed directly to houses throughout the West End. This construction work is a 

rare opportunity to accomplish other infrastructure improvements, such as burying tele-

phone and electrical lines; adding cable/high-speed internet lines; installing energy efficient 

street lighting with historic gaslight characteristics along with streetscape improvements ï 

such as sidewalk repairs. 

 

While it makes sense to dovetail other infrastructure improvements with the MDC construc-

tion work, the neighborhood will have to figure out how to convince the utilities to work with 

the MDC construction process, and help identify supplemental funding sources. This will be 

the topic of the first meeting of the WECA Utilities Task Force, which will be held at 6:30pm 

on Monday, December 3rd at Hartford Seminary, 77 Sherman Street.  

  

Note that we welcome the participation of persons who might not available for the regular 

Utilities Task Force meetings, yet who have specific skill sets that can assist in the process 

ïespecially professionals (lawyers, engineers, financial managers, . . .) with specialized 

expertise in utilities infrastructure improvements. Please contact David Barrett (860) 509-

9519 or dbarrett@hartsem.edu  if you are interested in the WECA Utilities Task Force. 

 
The West End Civic Association is planning a special program on education in Hartford for the 
general meeting on February 12. We plan to ask Board of Education and school officials to 
meet with us to discuss their plans for the school system. 
 
Our focus will be on Noah Webster and Hartford Public High School but we want to touch on all 
the educational opportunities for the students who live in the West End. 
 
Some of the questions we have are: 
 

What are the plans for Hartford Public? Will it be divided into academies? 
 

How will Noah Webster guarantee slots for West End students? 
 

What programs are planned to increase the opportunities for city students to attend schools 
in other communities? 

 
And we want to know from you what changes you would like the schools, and the school sys-
tem, to make. 
 
We know that there are many questions on your minds. We would like you to send them to us 
so we can prepare for this meeting. Contact Sylvia Reid, Education Committee chair, at  
expressyourself1@gmail.com or (860) 539-1552. 

WECAôs Education Committee 

needs your input! 
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